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Ayes. NOES.
lion' K. t;. Burge@ lion. T. F, 0. Brinags
lion. IN, X. Clarke lion. J. D, C~onnolly
Ho. C, B..Dempeter Hon. .1. T. =&oweHOn. J. W. 11aclrett Hon, A. 0.Jekn
H1on. A. Jameson HOD. W. Maley
Hon W. T. Lots lio31 Ca SonmmersHon. H. L. Moss Hot, G. SeUinsamm
lian.1B. C. O'Brien (Teller).
Hon. C. A. Please
Hon. G. nandeUl
Hon. 3. E. Richardson
Hon. R. Laurie Toiler).

Question thus passed, and the amend-
ment not insisted on1.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Resolutions reported, and the report

adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9-50 o'clock,
until the next day.
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TanE DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 3 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-LANIS NEAR RAILWAYS,
COMPULSORY IMPROVEMENTS.

How. G. THROSSEJI asked tbe
Premier: t, Whether during the up-

proaching recess he will consider the
advisableness of introducing a Bill pro-
viding for the compulsory improvenients
of large unimproved landed estates suit-
able for agricultural Settlement existing
within 20 miles of a public railway, to
the same extent as now obtains in our
existing l-and laws for Government selec-
tors. z, Whether he will also consider
whether such measure should or should
not include the large estates held by
absentee companies and corporations.

THE PREMIER replied:- The matter
will be looked into.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY,- HUE-
CHI7SO& OOLOFIELDS.

MR. HOL2MAN asked the Minister for
Works: t, Whether, in view of the dif-
ficulty in obtaining a wholesome supply
of water on the Murchison, an officer will
be sent up to report as to the best means
of securing a permanent supply. z,
Whether the Minister will use every
possible means to make provisions for
and push on a work or scheme whereby a
pe~rmanent and Wholesome supply of water
will be secured for the Murehuson gold-
fields.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied:- i, An officer is stationed at Day
Dawn, whose work it is to supervise the
construction and maintenance of the water
supply, works on the Murchison, East
IMurchlison, and Yalgoo Goldfields. The
water on these goldields is obtained
mostly from wells, and is fairly plentiful
and fresh in quality;, so much so that
there does not seem to be any necessity
for a comprehensive water supply scheme.
2. Provision has been made for an expen-
diture durin the present financial year of
a Sum of £3,000 on the water supply of
the Murchison district, and, in addition
to this, there will probably be large ex-
penditure in connection with water sup-
plies for mining purposes, improvement
of stock routes, and general maintenance
of existing water-supply works.

QUESTION-RAILWAY AXLE-BOXES.
MR. HOL~MAN asked the Minister for

Railways: i, What are the patented
names of the axle-boxes in use on the
Government railway lines. 2, Whether
the patent axle-boxes (a. large percent-age

Questions.
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of which are alleged frequently to run
hot) were introduced into the service by
Mr. Rotherm. 3,. Whether instructions
have been issued to prevent the fitting of
any more rolling-stock withi the axle-
boxes recommended by Mr. Rotherana.

TasE MINISTER FOR RAT UWAYS.
replied:- i, " Wilson's " and " Beuther's "
are the only patents. The present stan-
dard axle-box. is the same pattern (not
patent) as used now and for muany years
in New Zealand with success, but an
alteration to facilitate examination and
oiling has been made by Mr. Roth eratm,
and found to he an improvement and
satisfactory. There are also a mniscel-
laneous lot of different type axle-boxes
running, which are gradually being
brought to standard type. 2, No patent
axle-boxes have been introduced b y M r.
Rotheram. 3, No. Answered by
and a.

ROBB'S JETTY TO WOODMVAN'S POINT
RAILWAY BILL.

Introduced by the MINISTER pOEu

Wosas, and read a first time.

IE ALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READI7NG.

Tnu (OtLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill), in moving the second
reading, said: This is a small Bill, and
has for its object the amendment of
Section 179 of the principal Act, which
deals with the rate to be. imposed
throughout municipalities for pan ser-
vice. It is found by making the rate
payable annually, and in advance, a
certain hardship is imposed upon small
munnicipalities; therefore it is p~roposed
under the Bill to make this charge pay-
able in instalments as .may be directed
by the unicipalities to which it has
effect, and at the discretion of such
municipalities. I fancy this Will insure
a better collection of the rate, and will
also be of convenience in the adjustment
of accounts where tenants are constantly
shifting from 'imay particular house, and
their tenancy is of short duration. This
is all that is contained in the Bill, and
,with these few explanatory remarks, I
beg to move the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read and passed.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Comitmittee withou t
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third timep, and pased,

RABBIT PEST BILL.

COUNCIL'S AMEND-MENTS.

Schedule of four amiendments made by
the Legislative Council now considered
in Comnmittee.

No. 1, Clause 13-Strike out the
whole:.

THE PREMIER: Where there were
waste lands of the Crown affected by the
fence the Government could, by existing
machinery, sufficiently protect thecountry;
therefore he moved that the amendment
be ag reed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 2, Clause 29-Strike out the second
paragraph :

Ths. PREMIER: The second para-
graph of the clause provided that the
signs of rabbits existing on the land was
primdi facie evidence that the owner or
occupier failed to perform his duty ui tide r
the Bill: it was prirndfacis proof thatno
steps had been taken to carry out the
du ties imposed by the cluse. The Coun-
cil objecled to the second paragraph as
tiunecessary, considering the proof of the
non-des Lructiou of rabbits was otherwise
procurable. In order to save. the Bill he
Moved that the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the amendment
I agreed to.

No. 3-agreed to.
No. 4, Clause 45, line 2-After the

word 11 fencee" add " without the license
in writing of the Minister":

Tux EPREMIER:. The clause originally
pentalised any, person who sold or was ini
pos'session of rabbits or ri~hbit skins.
Rie moved that the amendmrent be
agreed to.

MR. BUTCHER: The Premier had
promised to look into th1e matter of the
miesh.

THE PREMIER: The Minister for
Lands informed him that the 14 inch
mesh was that adopted in New South
Wales; hence its adoption here.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.
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Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

ROADS ACT AMENDMEINT BILL.

COUNCiL S AMENDMENTS.

Resumed from the 12th December.
No. 38-Add. the following clause, to

stand as No. 1127.-
Any person in occupation of any portion of

the surface of a gold-mining lease or mineral
lease shall be dteemed an occupier, and liable
to be rated in respect of Such occupation,
notwithstanding any want of title to occupy
thle samne.

But if such person does Rot reside on the
lease with the consent of the leaseholder and
in connection with the purposes for which the
lease was grsnted-(a) Section 152 shall not
apply, nor shall the leaseholder be under any
liability in respect of the rate in default of
payment by such occupier; and (b) payment
of rates by such occupier shall not affect the
liability of the leaseholders to be rated and to
pay rates in respect of the lease.

Txs PREMIER: The new clause pro-
posed was the same as that before the
Rouse when we dealt with the Coolgardie
Water Scheme Reticulation Bill ; and
during the discussion members thought
it desirable to strike out the Second
paragraph. The correspondiug paragraph
in this new clause also should be struck
out to be consistent. He moved that the
amendment be agreed to, with the excep-
tion of the second paragraph.

Question passed, and the amendment
as amended agreed to.

Nos. 39 to 43:
Tuns PREMIER: These amendments

had been on the Notice Paper of this
House, but had been overlooked. They
were valuable machinery clauses, and he
moved that they be agreed to,

Question passed, and the amendments
agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A committee, consisting of Mr. Jacoby,
Mr. Hlopkins and the Hon. Walter James,
drew up reasons for disagreeing to certain
of the amendmnents, as follow;-

No. 13, Clause 99.-This clause as
printed requires that the works therein
referred to mast he carried out under the
direction of the Minister or an officer
autlhorised by him. The amendment
would render it compulsory upon roads
boards to employ an engineer, in addition
to submitting to the control of the Works

Department. This would cause needless
expense, but no corresponding benefit.

No. 19, Clause 126.-The effect of this
clause is that the rateable value of unim-
proved land is to be taken at £7 10s. per
cent. of the capital value. In the exist-
.ing Roads Act, 1888, Section 86, it is
provided that laud unoccupied for six
months shall he valued at one-tenth of
its full fair value in fee. The Bill, there-
fore, wakes a substantial red uction from
10 per cent. to 7f- per cent. By Section
327 of the Municipal Act, 1900, Sub-
section (e), the same percentage is adopted
as that proposed by the Bill, namely 7-f
per cent. The amendment made by the
Council would seriously interfere with
the revenue of those hoards which have
levied rates, although such hoards ap-
prove of the 7-1 per cent. basis. More.
over, it is submitted that the reduction
from 10 per cent. to 7. per cent, is a
substantial one, which should not be
further increased to the detriment of
roads boards and the discouragement of
improvements.

No. 2 1, Clause 12 7. -Thi s clau se allows
aroads board to adopt a system of rating

which will not pena lise improvements.
The rates so levied would press equally
on all, and improvements effected would
not throw an additional burden on the
ratepayer who effected them. The system
would secure a more equitable incidence
of taxation. It is, moreover, a question
entirely for the ratepayers, through the
board, to decide whether this system
should be~adopted or not.

No. 23, Clause 142.-Depends upon
127, and as it imposes a stringent safe-
guard in connection with Clause 127 is
an additional reason for the acceptance
of the latter obtuse.

No. 26, Clause 152.-The amendment
does not appear to he necessary, and
would encourage delay beyond eighteen
mjonths, and also cause uncertainty by
fixing an uncertain date Upon which pro-
ceedings should he taken.

No. 27, Clause 158.-This clause only
applies to certain specified districts, all of
which desire the clause, and it cannot be
extended to any other districts that do
not desire it. The general rates collected
by a board are not large in amount, and
to limit the borrowing as suggested
would largely destroy the value of the
clause. In the past the ahsence of

Roads Bill. Amendments.
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borrowing powers has led to the pre-
mature formation of municipalities, and
any attempt to unduly restrict the roads
boards' powers would defeat ics object by
leading to the estabbliment of a muni-
cipality with larger borrowing powers and
the extra ex pense of administration thereby
entailed. Special attention should be
called to the safeguards provided by
Clause 162, which requires the affirmative
votes of an absolute majority of the rate-
payers. on the roil before money can be
borrowed, and also to the fact that a 2,
per cent. sinking fund is required.

No. 32, Clause 187.-This clause as
printed embodies the existing Law (see
Section 74 of the Roads Act, 1888). The
amendment, whIich restricts the operatio.n
to fences erected by the board, would
interfere with Section 166 in those cases
where the fence was erected by the
owner; in such cases the board would
have to insist upon a "1refencing " if the
existing fence were in a state of disrepair.
The'existing law has not worked a hard-
ship, and should be retained.

No. 38, New Clause-The first pant.

grphisacepted. The second paragraph
is thought iavsable, as tending to give
asort of legal title to those persons who

squat on leases without legal authority
and in contravention of the termus of the
lease. The Paragraph tends to encourage
rather than to discourage this illegal
squatting.

Reasons adopted, andl a message
accordingly returned to the Oouncil.

RAILWAYS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Message from the Liegislative Council,
received at a, previous sitting, now con-
sidered:-

With reference to Mfessage No. 26 from the
Legislative Assembly, returning the Railways
Acts Amendment Bill on the gronuds that the
Legislative Council had not the power to
make amendments, but should have suggested
them to theo Legislative Assembly under the
" Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1899," the
Legislative Council informs the Legislative
Assembly that the Bill in question is an
amendment of the Railways Act, 1878, which
cannot be looked upon as a Bill comiing under
the provisions of Section 46 of the Constitu-
tion Act Amendment Act, 1899.

The clauses amended by the Legislative
Council affected only the machinery provided
for the purposes of car-rying out the provisions
of the Act.

If the Legislative Council accepted the posi-
tion taken up by the Legislative a ssembly they
would, for example, be precluded fromn making
amendments to the Constitution Act Atnend-
menLt Bill, as the argu menat set ouat in Message
No. 26 front the Legislative Assembly would
equally apply in the case of that mneasure.

The Bill and the Schedule of Amendments
are returned herewith.

THE PREM IE R (Hon. W alter James):
Members would no doubt remember that
in this Bill we had one clause that dealt
with the salary of the Commissioner,
fixing that salary at £1,500 per year and
charging it on the Consolidated Revenue
Fund. That clause was one which required
the production of a message from the
Governor before it could be considered by
or passed in this House. That became
necessary under the terms of the Consti-
tution Act, Section 6?, which provided
that--

It shall not be lawful for the Legislative
Assembly to adopt or pass any vote, resolu-
tionu, or Bll. for the appropriation of any part
of the consolidated revenue fund, or of any
rate, tax, duty, or impost, to any purpose
which has not first been recommended to the
Assembly by message of the G~overnor during
the session in which suc~h vote, resolution, or
Bill is proposed.
By virtue of that section of the Act a
message from the Goverinor had to be
introduced, and then by' reason of that
section the Bill was sent forward to the
Council and they made amendments.
None of those amendments directly or
indirectly affected Clause 5 of the Bill or
any of those provisions in the Bill the
existence of which rendered it necessary
to have a message from the Governor.
By Section 66 of the Act provision was
made that-

All Bills for appropriating any part of the
consolidated revenue fund, or for imposing,
altering, or tepealing any m ate, tax, duty, or
impost, shall originate in the Legislative
Assembly.

So far as the particular clause was, con-
cerned, the existence of that clause of the
Bill rendered it necessary whiilst that
stood there that the Bill should originate
in this House. That being the position,
it had been necessary to introduce the
Bill in this House. While the clause
stood there, Section 46 of the Constitu-
tion Act applied. That section dealt with
the different methods in which the Council
treated, firstly, a Bill in the ordinary
sense which did not affect appropria-tions
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of revenue, or which did not alter, i mpose,
or repeal any rate, tax, or impost; and,
secondly, a Bill which did affect revenue.
The seetion defined the two different
methods. It said.-

In the ease of a proposed Bill which,
according to law, must he originated in the
Legislative Assembly, the Legislative Council
may at any stage return it to the Legislative
Assembly with a message requesting the
omission or amendment of any items or pro-
visions therein and thea Legislative Assembly
may, it it thinks fit, make such omissions or
amendments, or any of them, with or without
modifications.
In the case of a Bill which must originate
in the Assembly, the duty of the Council
was not to make amendments hut to mak~e
suggestions. In this instance amend-
meats. had been made, and the Bill was
returned to the Upper House pointing out
the provisions of these sections, and sug-
gesting they had no power to amend;
that their duty was to suggest. Members
would see if they' turned to the message
we were now considering, No. 46, the
Legislative Council pointed out that if
the Assembly's interpretation of this sec-
tion were a. correct one, it would be quite
incompetent for the Council to consider
even a Constitution Bill and make amend -
muents, because in the schedule of a
Constitution Act -we had certain appro-
priations which affected revenue. The
question which arose at present was
this : Were we to say that a Bill any one
section of which affected revenue -was of
such a mature that no amendments could
be made in that Bill by the Council, or
were We to adopt trhe practice anid lay it
down that the Legislative Council were
free to inch-c their amend ments so long as
thi'v did not touch those clauses which
were money clauses, or did not touch
other cla-uses which directly or indirectly
affected. those elauses ? He submitted
that we should not he departing from the
privileges of the House if we took up this
stand, and said that in a Bill containing
a clause which rendered it necessary for
a message to be introduced the Council
should be free to make their amendments
so long as they did not directly or in-
directly affect or interfere with the
clauses which came particularly within
the privileges and jurisdiction of the
Assembly. This question had arisen
in South Australia. He had not be-
fore him the terms of the Bill under

which it arose, but in that case they con-
tented themselves by dealing with all
amieunents sent down, and placing on
record a resolution that they did that
having regard to the fact th~at none of
the amendments directly or indirectly
affected or interfered with the money
clauses. He proposed inthtlis conne-ction to
adopt that, course, and ask the House
to place on record the feect that we passed
to the consideration of these amendments
only beeause they did not directly or
indirectly alter or interfere with those
clauses of the Bill which came within the
operation oif Sectioni 66. He begged to
move :-,, That inasmuch as the amend-
ineuts made by the Legislative Council
do not interfere with, alter, or affect
those clauses of the Bill which come
within the scope and operation of Section
66 of the Constitution Act, 1889, Mr.
Speaker do now leave the Chair, and that
the House do now resolve itself into a
Committee of the whole for the puirpose
of considering the said mnessage."

Ma. F. I[UINGWQRTH (Cue): As
a means. of getting out of a difficulty,
perhaps the motion proposed by the
Premnier was the best; but we ought to
recognlise the fact that it Was a, means of
getting out of a difficulty because that
was the action taken in the case cited by
the Premier. The true procedure how-
ever was to print in italics all these
clauses. In all eases where a Bill of that
character wvas sent fro~m the House of
Commons to the House of Lords, the
clauses were printed in italics and
regarded under the British Constitution
aso bl anks, and lef t to the enti re control
of the House of Commons. A mistake
had been made in the printing. All
these clauses should have been printed in
italics, and no doubt the Legislative
Council would have recognised the
ordinar~y practice and not have considered
them at all, but have regarded them as
blanks, leaving this House to fill them
up. He wanted to suggest to the
Government that in all cases of this
kind that course should be followed.
For instance, in the Constitution Act
Amendment Bill, the schedule and other
parts of the Bill were distinctly' money
provisions. If it were deemed wise to
place Such prvsions in the Bill, the
course which was" pursued in the British
Parliament ought to be adopted. In
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most cases, however, it was better to bring
in a separate Bill dealing with the money
phases of a question. The British
practice was to print money clauses in
italics, and any clause italicised was
treated by the Rouse of Lords. as a, blank
to be filled up by the House of Com-
mons. As we had failed in this respect
we might perhaps look on the matter as
an oversight or a printer's error; and if
we placed on record our protest as pro-
posed, we might in the present instance
accept the motion proposed by the
Premier. However, it should be on
record that such was not the ordinary
practice, and not a practice we ought to
follow, and that its adoption in this
instance was not to he considered as a
precedint. He would not like to sub-
scribe to the Premier's suggestion that
a aotlier place was at liberty to alter any
clauses of a money Bill so long as such
clauses left untouched the actual money
provision. Such a precedent was danger-
ous, and likely to lead to difficulty between
the two Houses. We could not too dis-
tinetly and too constantly affirm the
position that the Legislative Assembly
had sole control over money Bills. If we
departed from that rule, we should
certainly create difficulties for ourselves
and for another place. So long as it
was clearly understood that in the present
instance we were agreeing to the correc-
tion of a small mistake or printe-r's error
-after a it was a mere oversight or
printer's error, in a large measure-and
that we were not establishing a precedent,
he would consent to the motion: other-
wise, lie would feel bound to protest.

Mn. C. J. MORAN (West Perth):- It
was almost impossible to conceive of a,
money Bill which would not contain some
clauses of a non-monetary character,
some clauses which might be con-
strued. as not affecting the direct question
of money. Therefore, the principle haid
down by the Premier might become
dangerous. There were the preamble
and title and all sorts of things to which
the Council might take exception.

Tas PREmiER: But we guarder] against
that in this motion, which affirmed that
" inasmuch as the Council's amendments
did not directly or indirectly affect or
interfere with," and so on.

MR. MORAN: A general Railway Bill
was, after all, not a policy Hilt, but a

machinery Bill. The insertion of the
clause providing Mr. George's salary was
a mere accident: it might have been better
to omit the salary. There was no reason
why the salary should have been pro-

vddbthat bill, any mnore than why it
should have been provided at the head of
the Railway Estimates.

THFE COLONIAL SECRETARY: But the
creation of the office created the necessity
for a salary.

Ms. MORAN: The whole of the Esti-
mnates created salaries. Although every
civil service appointmnent was governed
by some statute, nevertheless Estimates
of revenue and expenditure were brought
down for the purpose of providing salaries.
At this stage, when the question had
arisen what form the government of
this country should take in three or
four years' time, we could not stand
too firmly on our privileges. The Upper
House, after all, had done fairly well; it
had not bown asleep; it had let the
countr± know that its members were
alive.

MR. ILL! NGWORTH: The Council bad
gained some points, too.

Up. MORAN: Members of another
place had thrown out important measures.
Whilst we might admit that they had the
right to do so, and that the delaying of
t~ertain measures fur a year or so was not
incompatible with good government, still
we ought niot to go out of our way to
yield to another place one jot or tittle of
the ancient privilege of the people's
House to control all Bills dealing with
money. He would not oppose the motion,
but he did not subscribe to the doctrine
that another place 'was entitled to alter
any clause of a money Bill apart f rom
what might be termed the actual money
clauses. To concede such a principle
would really mean that we opened the
door to a process of haggling over every
non-monetary clause with the object of
defeating a. bill.

Tang PREMIER:. But it always rested
with uls to insist.

Ma. MORAN: True, the last resort
was& aways with us, and we could go to
the people.

MR. ILLINGWOETHR: But in such
circumstances the responsibility of reject-
ing a Bill was thrown on us.

MR. MORAN; That responsibflity
would be accepted, if necessary. At this
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lat* stage of tile session, when it was
distinctly for the good of the country
that we should get laws passed, when the
Estimates had still to pass the Upper
House, it was not desirable to enter into
a conflict with that Chamber. He did
not, however, subscribe to the dictum
that the Upper Hfouse bad a right to deal
with the non-mronetary clauses of 'a money
Bill.

Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Schedule of five amendments made in
the Bill by the Council now considered.

Nos. 1, 2 -agreed to.
No. S-Clause 22, strike out the whole:
TE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This

clause referred to animals trespassing on
railways. Various members of this House
had considered that the clause ought not
to be included in the Bill. He moved
that the amlendment be agreed to.

Question passed, and the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 4-New clause (12): " Section 3
of the Railway Servants Act. 1887, is
hereby repealed ":

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
section referred to provided that all
appointments, fines, and dismnissals of
railway servants mentioned in the sche-
dule to the Act should be subject to the
approval of the Governor. The classes
of emiploy' ees referred to included per-
wantent-way inen, porters, gangers, plate-
layers, locomotive drivers, and so forth.
He moved that the amendmnit be agreed
to.

Mn. MORAN: This amendment was
serious, inasmuch as it utterly removed
from Government control all classes of
railway, servants. Was this measure of
sufficient importance to the welfare of
Western Australia to justify us inu accept-
ing the Council's amendmlent? He did
not see why railway servants should be
und.'r the control of one man any more
than other classes of State employees
should be. 'He took this exception patti-
cularly as he did not altogether approve
of the peonnefll of the Railways Corn-
mlission. Apparently, however, there was
not the slightest use in attempting to
contest the issue at this stage.

Question passed, and the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No 5-agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly
returned to the Council.

KALGOORLrE LIGHTING AND POWER
SPECIAL LEASE BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1, 2, 8--agreed to.
Clause 4- Settlement of disputes:
THE MINISTER FOR MINES

moved that in line three, after " therein,"
the words " or between the lessee or any
local authority " be inserted. This would
give the Minlister control in any dispute
that might a-rise.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

New Cla]use:
THE MINISTER FOR MINES moved

that the following be inserted, to stand as
Clause 4:-

Lessee -to Erect Workmen's £'ottages.-The
lessee shall covenant to erect on the portion of
the land demised described in Part Il. of the
schedule, to the satisfaction of the Minister,
at least fifteen workmen's ciottages for the
bone fide residence of the employees of the
lessee. The rent to he charged for each
cottage shall not exceed six per centum of the
cost of building, together with the rates and
assessments of any loc-a authority. Such
portion of the land demised shall be used for
no other purpose whatsoever.

Mu. JOHNSON protested againist the
clause being passed, ona th e groun d t hat it
would be against the best interests of
the emnployees of this company. Ex-

Iperie nee in the past, where cottages were
supplied by companies, showed that con-
siderable trouble occurred over the wages.
On the Eastern Goldfields there was a
recognised union rate of wvages, irre-
spctive of concessions given; but the
employees of this company were to work
below the union rate because they were
supplied with cottages to live in. The
majority of men working on the eastern
fields had residence areas on which they
were compelled to live. If miners neg-
lected to live on their leases thoy forfeited
the right to them. If a man did not
want his residence area, he could
transfeir it or sell the improvements, and
a man wouldl he compelled to do this
if he accepted wor 'k with this company,
because the man would have to live in
one of the company's holuses. A grave
injustice would be done to the employees,
and bie entered his protest, as he believed
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this, was a step to undermine the unions
on. the fields.

Mnt. HOPKINS: At the present time
a house erected anywhere in the locality
of this compan 'Y's property, at a cost of
£2100, would realise in rent, without diffi-
culty, £26 a year. A house costing £100
to erect would return a rental of isa. a
week ; whereas if the company erected
cottages they'N could onl 'y charge six per
cent, on the total cost. If a man had at
residence area he could obtain from the
Minister six months' exemption, and dur-
ing thbat six iuonths could sell his property
if be had no use for it. During the six
months a man could let his house for
12s. 6d. a week, while be would be paying
the company 2s. 6d. a, week for a similar
cottage.

Mn. ATKINS: The members of the
selet committee thought they did the
employees on the Eastern Goldfields a
good turn by preventing the company
'charging an exorbitant rent for their
cottages. At first it was intended that
no rent should be charged, hut that the
men should pay rates and taxes only.
Subsequentlyv it was thought the company
should get six per cent. for the money
expended in the erection of the cottages.
It was in the interests of the men the
clause was being inserted. The company
would be prevented f rom. dealing unfai rly
with the men.

Mn&. JOHNSON: There was no doubt
the members of the Committee 'bought
they were doing good to the employees,
but from past experience it was not in
the interests of the men to supply them
with cottages. It would meanu that
the company would undermine the
union rate of wages. The Railway
Departmnent would not pay the ruling
rate of wages to the employees, because
certain concessions were griven in the
shape of cottages which were represented
as worth 200 per cent, more than their
value. About 18 months or two years
ago there was some trouble in Kalgoorlie
with the railway employees: at the time
he was secretary of the Trades and
Labour Council, and found the ouly way
to settle the difficulty was to throw aside
the privileges. The department agreed
to pay the ruling rate and not force the
men to live in the cottages. He now
found that the Railway Department had
gone back on their word, and were

paying absolutely less wages than before
the trouble occurred. I

Mnz. F. REID: In the old country it
was usual for companies to erect cottages
for their employevs, and muake themn live
in them. This system was a menace to
the workers in the old country, because
owners insisted tin their cottages being
occupied by the workers. If at man was
employed by a com pany and was not
occupying one of the dwellings belonging
to that uomIpanY, lie was given to under-
stand his services would be dispensed
with in a short tiue if he did not rent
one of the company' 's dwellings. If at
man was thic owner of a residence he had
to give it up and rent one. of the com.-
pany's cottages. That practive had been
carried out in an unmerciful way in the
old country. When there were labour
troubles, men with their families were
turned out of the employers' cottages in
the middle of winter when the ground
was covered with frost and snow; and
employers in the old country were no
different fromi employers elsewhere. Em-
ployers were not philanthropists:. their
object was to obtatin dividends. He ob-
jected to the iniquitous system attempted
to be placed on the wrorkers in Kalgoorlie.
It was to he hoped this system would not
be carried to any great extent in this
country: it existed at one time in New
South Wales.

[Al 4,15, business suspended for 15
minutes.]

THEB MINISTER FOR MINES:-
There might be room for cavil, were it
not for the proviso that the company
should charge only 6 per cent. The
employ* ees would be housed close to the
work, and the fact that they paid ren t
for their dwellings would prevent the
scheme becoming an excuse for the reduc-
tion of wages. If time company charged
more, the lease wouild be forfeited. The
new clause was the outcome of the select
committee's report, and had been drafted
in the interests of the employees as well
as of the company.

Miz. HASTIE: The select committee
might have studied the subject before
introducing a complete innovation on the
goldfields, Mining companies did not
supply any workers but foremen with
cottages; yet this new company, paying
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about the same rate of wages, was anxious
to house these meu. Why ? The clause
gave rise to grave doubts as to its efficacy.
In places where it had been the custom
for employers to supply workmen with
cottages, sooner or later the employee
became practically the slave of the em-
ployer or of his foreman, unless the
employee were a s~ingle juan, There
would be a rule that the workman must
quit the cottage the moment he left the
company's service; that was the experi-
ence everywhere. Even if the company
gave a. week's notice, as suggested, was
that sufficient? This system, wherever
in vogue, was unpopular, and if its estab-
lishment here were prevented, no harm
would be done. The company said it was
necessary for it of all companies on the
fields to have its workers living on its
ground, subject to its condit ions. Would
anyone believe that to be the real reason?1
Few people gave the true reason for
acquiring land. Probably the concession
was asked. because the management of the
company were accustomed to similarr
conditions in England, and were unaware
that here they were unnecessary; or else
they, wished, after using this ground for
some timne for their workmen, to get it for
some other purpose. He opposed the
clause.

Mnt. JO0H N SON:- The Goldfields
Trades and Labour Council, the strongest
body of workmen on the fields, had
written him that the Lightine and Power
Company were importing engine-drivers
from America at less than the ruling
rate of wages. When the plant was
started competent engine-drivers and
firemen were engaged on the fields, but
the wages did not suit the company,
being either £24 or £24 1lOs. The letter
stated men were being brought here at
12s. per day by the power compay.
With this the tramway compitny had
nothing to do. The power company had
already* started to reduce wages; and the
clause was the thin end of the wedge
with a view to farther reduction. Do
not give this company the power to
undermine the unions of the Eastern
Goldfields and to trample the workers
under foot. This was the truck system,
which the Committee should not counten-
ance. The right to provide workmen's
cottages would become a lever for the
reduction of wages.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES:-
Whether or not the clause was struck
out did not matter to him. If it were,
he would confer with the select com-
mittee a~s to whether the schedule should
be amended. That the committee's
recommendation was in the interests of
the workmen he was satisfied; but if
the Labour members as a body considered
it detrimental to those interests, the
members of the select committee would
not press the clause.

MR. ATKINS:. Better not give the
power company the second lease. The
select committee understood from the
company that this extra piece of land
was needed for the men to live on. If
the men's representatives, or some of
them, thought the men ought not to have
such residences, let the provision be
struck out. On the select committee
which agreed to the clause was a Labour
member; and the clause was proposed in
the belief that it was to the interest of
the workers, the company having repre-
sented that it wished, for convenience
sake, to have the men close to their work.
A. lease for 99 years had been promised
by the Governm~ent. and the select coin-
mittee, in order to make better terms,
recommended the new conditions.

MR. MORAN: The object of the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Johnson) was to
prevent the company from getting pow,-r
to build houses on the land; but would
the hon. member carry that to its logical
conclusionu, and prevent the company from
buying land to build on ?

Ma. TAYLOR: The select committee
were evidently desirous of doing what
was fair in recommending that a second
lease be granted on the new conditions;
but it was not the desire of Labour
people on the Eastern Goldfields that
cottages should be erected on this land
by the company; therefore it would be
better not to grant to the company the
second lease, because by doing so the
same kind of evils as were created in the
Eastern States woulid be created here by
a company erecting cottages for its work-
people, and then having a certain control
over those workpeople, to be exercised at
times when there might he differences
between the company and their employees.

Ma. HOPKINS: The portion of land
which the committee recommended for a
second lease was a portion which had
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previously been eliminated from the block
by the Minister for Mines in granting an
area for the use of the company's busi-
ness. If members were not agreeable to
the granting of the second lease on terms
recoinmended by the committee, then it
would be better to cut off the coiner of
land in question and proclaim it for
residential lots. in which case ay person
could take up the land and build on it
without regard to the company. As to
the recommendation made by the comn-
mitteec, the company were required to
charge not more than 6 per cent. interest
on the capital outlay. Assuming that a
cottage of the description desired would
cost X100, the company could char-ge. not
more than £6 a year, equal to 2s. 4d. a
week, for one of those cottages, and the
workman occupying it would pay 2s. 4d..
as compIared with 10s. or 15s. a week he
was now paying for occupying a house of
that description in the same locality; so
if the clause were to be struck out, the
alternative should be to proclaim resi-
dential. lots, and the company's workmeu
might have preference in taking up those
lots. This ought to meet the case.

MR. DIAMOND: The opposition to
the clause was unreasonable, and he was
surprised at the Labour party opposing
it. The company were com~pelled to
erect 15 workmen's cottages and let them
to their workmen at a rental equal to six
per cent. on the capital cost.. For a cot-
tage costing £2200 the rental would be
£12 per annum. No workman on the
goldfields could get such a cottage at
double or treble the rent. There was
nothing to compel the workmen to take
the cottages.

Ma. REID: The company would do that.
MR. DIAMOND: The company were

compelled to do certain things, while the
workmen were compelled to do nothing.
The men had the option of taking the
cottauges at a rental of six per cent. on the
capital invested. The whole thing was a
storm in a teacup. f there was aniything
in the clause which would force the work-
men to take the cottages he would oppose
it, but the advantage was all .,a the side
of the workmen. If he were the attorney
for the company he would like to see the
clause struck out.

MR. HASTIE: There was a danger in
this practice growing up on the goldfields.
The idea was a new one in Western

Australia, aiid one that wherever en-
forced had been unfortunate to allI parties
concerned. The clause was so much
waste paper, because it could not be
carried out. On the Eanitern Goldfields
hundreds of mining covenants with severe
regulations were entered into; but the
Minister could not enforce the regulations
to the letter. This company might spend
£100,000 or £150,000, and if they did

not arr out their rules and regulations
to th eter in regard to a few workmen's
cottages, would any Minister dare to for-
feit the lease P If the clause were inserted
the company could charge 60 per cent.
or 100 per cent, on the capital value
of those cottages. People had got on so
well on the Eastern Goldfields in the past
without erecting work-men's cottages, that
there was no special reason why this
company should erect cottages. No
doubt the company would like their
employees to be 'tear their work, and it
was stated that the workmen possessed
special skill. The company would be
able to get these men with special skill so
long as they paid sufficient wages. He
was surprised that the chairman of
the select committee thought members
doubted the bona fides of the committee,
who had acted no doubt in a manner
which they thought was in the interests
of the men and the compainy. The
member for Haunans had been blamed
for not getting the agreement altered;
but he was only one member of the corn-
utittee. We should not do anything to
introduce this system of workmen's cot-
tages on the goldfields.

MR. HOPKINS: The Nlinister evi-
dently was not disposed to modify the
amendment. Mr. Csrocker, the employer
for the company, distinctly stated there
was no desire to charge rent; all they
required was that the tenants should pay
the local rates and taxes. To that extent
he supported the compan ' . The six per
cent. business was a subsequent addition.
The rates imposed by the local governing
body would be against the occupier; there-
fore all this House need do was to
strike out the second paragraph, and say
no rent was to be charged for the cottages
at all.

MR. P. STONE: There was no reason
why the company should be prevented
from building cottages for their workmen,
but to charge only six per cent, seemed
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unfair when one recollected the rents
which were charged on the goldfields at
the present time. The workmen would
be willing to payv rates for the cottages to
keep on the munlicipal roll. People were
always willing to pay the rates, but when
rate day, came round the tenants were
gone. The Government built cottages
along the railway lines for thle use of the
employees, and those who had no cottages
paid is. a week rental to be allowed to
camp along the railway line.

MRt. MORAN: If he were the repre-
sentative of thle company be would not be
bound down by any Bill. He would
build the cp ttages and make his own
terms as to the rental. He would say
that men should not work unless they
lived in the cottages; or, hie would buy'
up land, build cottages, and make the mnn
live in them. His advice to the company
was to build cottages on the special lease
and charge what they liked for them.

MR. JOHNSON: If the first portion
only of the lease was granted the company
could not erect cottages and let them to
the men. Companies got at their work-
men when they could; they did not care
a rap for- the men, all the company wanted
was dividends. The Labour members
were unanimous on this question. The
member for Hannans was a member of
the select committee, in which there was
a difference of opinion, and the select
committee agreed to the clause because
they thought they were doing something
in the interests of the worker. Labour
members were sure the committee were
doing something against the interests of
the workers.

MR. F. REID: The clause would work
great injustice to the workers in the
Kalgoorlie district. As fewblon. member's
had much experience of this system, he
must explain that in the Newcastle dis-
trict of New South Wales, in thc early
days of the A.A. Company, the colliery
company erected dwellings for their
workers; but the system was found to he
so faulty that the houses were af terwards
disposed of to the men. Both parties
felt so keenly the injustice of the system
that it was abandoned. The member for
South Fremantle (Mr. Diamond) advo-
cated the system. Had the bon. member
seen the system in operation ?

MR. DAMOND: Yes; in Moonta, and
in Kadina..

MR. F. REID : That the system had
existed in Moonts, was sufficient to con-
demn it for all time; for every man who
came from Moonts, admitted it was the
worst system in the world. The pro-
prietors of the Moonta copper mines
owned not only the dwellings, but the
workmen, body and soul. The men did
not want this system instituted here. The
hon. member said no influence could be
brought to hear on the men to compel
them to live in the cottages. When the
Mines Regulation Act was passed to
abolish Sunday labour, it was claimed
that men were not compelled to work
on Sunday; but it was obvious that there
was no necessity to compel them, for if a
man would not work on Sunday he found
hie was not wanted on Monday morning.
It would be the same with these cottages.
If a man had a home of his own and
neglected to take an unoccupied dwelling
belonging to the company, his services
would no longer be required. In the
interests of liberty and justice, and as one
who had seen this system wvorking in the
old country, where hundreds of families
were turned out on the roadside in the
middle of winter, he declared this kind of
thing should be avoided here.

Question (that the new clause be in-
serted) put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. .. ... 16
Noes ... ... 9

Majority for
AYES.

Mr. Buthi
Mtr. Botcher
Mr. Diamond
Mre. Greor
Air. Hayar
Mr. Hoks
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. James
Mr. ineull
Mr. Monger
Mr. Meo
Mr. Rlaon
Mr. Sone
Mr. Thosell
Mr. walic
Mr. figa (T'e11n0.
Queto tus

inserted.
pass

7

NOES.
Mr. flaliab
Mr. llatis
Mr. Holmes,
Mr. Jolin on
Mr. oats
Mr. Pigott
Mr" Reid
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Taylor (Teller).

ed, and the clause

New Clause-Supply of electric power
or light to local authorities:

Tnn MINISTER FOR MINES
moved that the following be inserted as
Clause 5:-

The Council or Board of any Municipality
or road district situated within throe miles of
the land demised. (hereinafter referred to as
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the olocal authority") may, by notice in
writing, require the lessee to supply electric
power or light at the lowest rates charged for
the time being by the lessee to any consumer
taking an equal supply under similar con-
ditions. On such notice being given, and an
agreement being entered into by the local
authority to take electric power or light, and
to pay the cost of the installation, the lessee
shall, within six months thereafter, or within
such extended time As the Minister may allow,
afford the required supply.
This gave the rigbt to supply power and
light to local authorities. Should any
dispute arise, it would be determined by
the Minister.

MRt. HASTIE: Why was the limit three
miles? Was there any objection to five ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Boulder and Kalgoorlie municipalities
and the Kalgoorlie roads board district
were included in the three miles radius,
and the supply was not needed for outside
places.

Mn. TAYLOR moved that the word
"three" be struck out, and "five"
inserted.

ME. JOHNiSON; The Committee
would he doing its duty if it threw out
the Bill. The company were getting too
much cheap laud, with power to employ
their men as they thought fit, for a term
of 99 years. He supported the amend-
ment. The top end of Kalgoorlie would
not be within the three miles radius.

Amendment passed.
Mit. TAYLOR: Within the last few

hours serious objections bad been raised
to this concession. He therefore moved
to report progress with a view to discus-
sion to-morrow night.

.Motion put and passed on the voices.
Division called for.

MRt. Hopriws : Before the motion was
put he had risen to speak.

THE CHAIRMAN : Such a motion could
not be debated.

MR. HopKiNs: In the Federal Parlia-
ment it bad been debated for many' hours.

TnE CHAIRMAN: This wrong impres-
sion had been f requently corrected. The
motion that the Speaker leave the Chair
could be debated, but this motion could
not.

Division taken with the following
result:

Ayes
Noes

... .. ... 7

... .. ... 18

Majority against 1

inES.
Mr. Bostic
Mr Holoja
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Reid
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Tiinos
Mr. D.6lish(Tlr)

Nols.
Mr. Atkins
Mr. Bath
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Diaond
Mr. liregory
Mr. Hfapard
Air. Hopkins
Mr. Jacoby
Dir. Jances
Mr. Mc~onald
Mr. Monger
Mr. Pigott
Mr. R.s
Mr: tsce
Mr. Throsseli
Air. Waflace
.%r. Y.e~rton
SMr. Hfighan (Toiler).

Motion thus negatived.
Clause as amended put and passed.
Schedule:
Tnn MINISTER FOR MINES: In

order to make the schedule agree with
amendments passed, he moved that all
the words after " service,' in line 1, be
struck out, with a view to inserting other
words.

MR. HASTIE: This was a curious
way of doing things. We had been dis-
cussing all inhovation for giving the
company a piece of land, not, for their
business but for erecting houses on it.
Could the Minister state definitely how
much land was required for the purpose
of the business, and how much was to be

*leased for erecting cottages ?
* THE CHAIRMAN: The land set forth in
the proposed schedule was 1 6 acres 1
rood.I

Mat DAGLISH: How much land was
necessary' for the busiuess requirements of
the company? It seemed an outrageous
proposal to grant to the comp~any more
land than was required for business pur-
poses, and to be given without limitation
as to the number of cottages to be
erected. The company might go in for
land-jobbing by building cottages and
letting them, it was said of course that
they could not charge mnore than six per
cent, on the capital outlay; hut we also
knew it was practicable to drive a coach
and six through almost any Act of Par-
liament, and consequently there would be
no real control over' the' company. The
company might use the powers'against
their workmen when, it was convenient
for the company to do so, or they might
make deductions fromn the workmen's
wages. Six per cent. interest over and
above all charges was not a bad return
on property. He was opposed to land-
jobbing by any company.... 11
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MR. ATKINS reminded the Committee
of the history of this question, and of
the terms made with the company since
the negotiations commenced. This Bill
had been brought in to legalisean arrange-
ment made between the Government and
the company; and it was only on the
understanding that the comhpany would
erect workmen's cottages that the addi-
tional two acres was recommended to be
granted.

Ma. JOHNSON: It was not fair for
the Minister to propose a new schedule
which had not been placed on) the Notice
Paper.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: If it
were desired, he would report. pro-
gress and place a plan on the table
to-morrow.

MR. HOPKINS: The select committee
bad made certain recommendations which
were clearly expressed and definitely
understood by the goldfields Members,
and the schedule would not be wore
understood when it was printed than
now. Members hnew the area of land
which was to he leased to this company.
lHe objected to reporting progress, as it
was manifest that there was a desire to
try and obstruct the matter so as to
defeat it at a later stage.

THE PREMIER: Members should not
overlook the fact that certain cables had
passed and certain correspondence had
taken place between the Government and
the company, which placed the Govern-
ment in a different position from that
of dealing with a fresh matter.

MR. TAYLOR: In every case members
were told that promises had been
[Dade.

THE PREMNIER: En view of the pro-
mises made the Bill was introduced, and
members should realise that an inquiry
had been instituted by a select committee,
the members of which had examined the
spot and made recommendations. The
House now should be guided by the
recommendations of the select committee,
and should leave the questions of detail
to be settled by the Minister. All mem-
bers need concern themselves about was
whether 16 acres was too much to grant
to this company or not.

THE CHAIRMAN: The schedule stated
that Part 1. consisted of 16 acres 1 rood,
and Fart IL. consisted of two acres two
roods seven perches.

MR. HASTIE: It was unfair for the
Premier to say that members were
obstructing.

THE PREMIER: That was not stated
by him.

MR. HASTIE: The select committee
had come to a fair conclusion, but they
had gone out of the ordinary course in
making their recommendations. It was
an innovation which should not be
allowed to go through.

THx MINISTER FOR MINES:
When this schedule was handed to him
he did not notice that it contained the
area of land to be leased. He only re-
ceived it at the last moment. He would
prefer to place a plan on the table so
that members would understand whatland
was leased. He moved that progress be
reported.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

BREAD BILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The Council having made amendments
to which the Assembly disagreed, and on
three of which the Council insisted, the
same were considered, in Committee.

No. 4-clause 9, strike out the clause.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In

connection with this measure, -another
place had not shown much "give and
take," nor were their reasons for insist-
ing on their amendments fit and proper.
They stated that Clause 9 was so vague
and indefinite as to be practically un-
workable, and not in harmony with
similar clauses in the Bread Acts of the
United Kingdom, Victoria, and South
Australia. The reading of Clause 9
would refute the charges of vagueness
and indefiniteness. The Council admitted
the existence of similar clauses in the
countries mentioned. The Victorian and
South Australian clauses were practically
copied from the Bread Act of Great
Britain. Our Clause 9 provided that
every person who sold bread should con-
stantly carry a correct beam and scales,
with proper weights, so that bread might
be weighed in the presence of the pur-
chaser, a justice of the peace, or an

inspector. The Victorian Act, No. 1067,
Section, 14, provided that every baker or

seller of bread, or a person employed by
him, should constantly carry a correct,
beam and scales, with proper weights, in
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order that all bread sold might from time
to time be weighed in the presence of the
purchaser. The South Australian Act of
1891, now in force, provided in Section
13 that every seller of bread or his
employee should constantly carry a correct
beanm and scales, with proper weights, or
other sufficient balance, in order that all
bread sold or delivered might, when
required by the buyer or his servant, be
weighed in his presence. Our clause was
absolutely in harmony with these; and
the Oouncil's reason for disagreeing with
our objection to their amendment fell to
the ground. Another place had evidently
some unexpressed antipathy to the Bill.
The question arose whether it was better
to sacrifice this part of the Bill or to lose
the whole. Personally, he considered the
balance left should pass into law ; and
possibly by exercising more rigid super-
vision over bakehouses, and by the
periodical weighing of bread, the spirit
of the Act might be satisfied. To test
the feeling of the House he moved that
the Council's amendment be farther dis-
agreed with.

Me. JACOBY: The clause could not
harmn any honest baker, and it should be
insisted on. There must be an occasional
conflict between the Houses; and as we
were absolutely right, insist on our clause.
The action taken elsewhere was taken in
the interests of people who wished to
defraud. There was, perhaps, more dis-
honesty in connection with baking than
with any other source of food supply.
The reasons advanced by another place
for disagreeing with the clause turned out
to be absolutely untrue. Of this fact the
imajority of Upper House members should
have been made aware by the Govern-
ment.

MR. MORAN: It was suggested the
Bill was unimportant. If so, let the
other Chamber take the onus oe throwing
out the Bill, which sought to protect the
consuming public. Why should another
place go out of its way to give, for dis-
agreeing with a clause, reasons not based
on facti He opposed the amendment,
and would rather see the Bill go by the
board.

MR. McDONALD: The deputation of
master bakers with whom he had waited
on the Minister did not press for the
striking out of Clause 9, but asked the
Minister to inquire whether the law

in N~ew South %Vales permitted the in-
spector to enter the bakehouses at any
time between certain hours and confiscate
the whole batch of loaves if a certain
number were found to be under weight.
The bakers of Perth and Fremuantle were
willing to have that system introduced
here ; but the carrying of scales on the
cart was a dead letter.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
it was not ; it was strictly enforced in
New South Wales and 'Victoria. The
members of the deputation of master
bakers had stated that the carrying of
scales on carts in the Eastern States was
a dead letter. That was not so. He
(the Minister) had promised to make
inquiries, and that if hie found it was

so he would not press the clause. With
that promise the deputation were satisfied.
The inquiries showed that scales must be
carried on carts in New South Wales and
Victoria, so that bread might be weighed
in the presence of every customer if so
required; aud the law was strictly en-
forced. Hence he could only suppose
that master bakers would offer no objec-
tion to this clause, which was highly
necessary for the sake of its deterrent
effect on unscrupulous bakers.
iMs. McDONALD said he had not been

in te Huse henthe Minister made his
explanation, or he would not have opposed
him.

MRs. HOPKINS: Not long ago the
butchers of the Eastern G-oldfields issued
a&fiat that for the future the butchers'
carts were to carryv neither scales nor
knives. This clause should he insisted
on, and its operation subsequently ex-
tended.

MR. PIGOTT: If only because of the
childishness of the reasons sent down
by another place, the clause should be
pressed.

THE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Illingworth)
Standiug Order 315, which governed the
situation, read:

If the Legislative Council shall return a Bill
with any of the Assembly's amendments on
the Counil's original amendments disagreod
to, and shall insist on its original amendments,
stating the reasons for so doing, or shall agree
to the Assembly's amendments thereon with
farther amendments, the message returning
the Bill shall be ordered to be printed, and a
day fixed for taking the same into consider-
ation, which shall be in a committee of the
whole Assembly; and the Bill shall then be
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finally passed, or laid aside, according as the
Assembly may agree or disagree to the require-
ments of the Legislative Council, unless the
Assembly determines to request a conference.

MR. HopKiNs : Have a conference.
THE CHAIRMAN: A conference between

the two Rouses suspended all business
until the conference had been decided.

MR. MORAN : That would be tundesir-
able, in view of the weighty matters in
difference between the twoc Chambers.
Besides, persons who could send down
reasons such as we had received this
afternoon would be incapable of reasoning
at a conference.

THE PREMIER: No doubt the Coun-
cil's amendment could favour none but
dishonest bakers. No honest baker would
ask for it, and the speeches of the member
for Cockburn Sound (Mr. McDonald) and
the Colonial Secretary showed that the
muater bakers who spoke on behalf of the
trade as a whole were prepared to accept
this provision as to scales if it were found
to be operative in the Eastern States.
The provision was found in the Bread
Act Of tile old country, and in the statutes
of all the Eastern States which had fol-
lowed that Act. Why should there be

s pecial provision in this State? In this
session there had been several instances

of amendments made by the Council
which were entirely unwarranted. But
he was more inclined to accept a Bill
which would be a distinct advance on
existing legislation than to reject a Bill
because of differences which, though im-
portant, were not sufficiently important to
justify our wrecking the whole measure.
He hoped that in the next session more
consideration would be given to this
House generally than had been the case
during this session. There was too much
inclination at present to regpard Bills
coming from this House with scant
courtesy and scant respect. Whether
that would be amended before a general
election was a question for consideration,
but it must be amended. He said
emiphatically that any clauses in a Bill
forwarded from this House to another
place were entitled to earnest considera-
tion. The other Chamber had no right to
condemn thenm with superior air, and had
no right to take up our Bills and clauses
with an assumption that they were
matters for the expression of their
superior wisdom or their superior opinion. i

When a Bill was passed through this
House, it represented the opinion of this
House and was entitled to the respectful
consideration of the other Chamber. In
connection with this Bill, reference to the
Standing Orders showed the effect of our
maintaining the position which this
Chamber had taken up would be that the
Bill would be laid aside. He looked
upon that with regret, because apart
from this clause, the Bill represented a
distinct advance on existing legislation,
and it was a scandal that in this
State we had no Bread Act, whereas iii
all the Eastern States there was an Act
of this character, and in England there
had been legislation of this kind for up-
wards of 70 years. He believed this
amendment was made in the Bill, not
because of an objection to the particular
clause, but with the idea that by insisting
on this amendment the whole Bill would
be lost.

Ma. PIGOTT: What reason had the
Premier for saying thatP

THE PREMIER: No particular
reason, but he could hardly conceive that
this House, after taking the stand it had
on this question, would consent to elimi-
nate from the Bill a clause existing in all
similar legislation, and which could
operate only against the dishonest baker
and in favour of the honest baker. He
did not think that any provision for
weighing bread in a. shop or bakehouse
would be sufficient protection to pur-
chasers, whereas by insisting that scales
be provided so that a customer might see
the bread weighed on demand, that would
be a deterrent against dishonesty, and if
bakers knew that the purchaser could
insist on the bread being weighed in his
presence there would be considerably less
selling of light bread than was the case
now. le looked on the clause as impor-
tant for that reason; and though the
clause nilght not appear sufficient in itself
to justify the overthr ow of the whole Bill,
yet it was the more important when we
could point to the fact that a provision
like this existed in -all other Acts of the
kind, and that it could operate only
against dishonest bakers and in favour of
honest traders. This being so, the best
course was to lose the Bill rather than
accept this amendment.

MR. HASTIE: The Premier pretended
to be much surprised at what the other
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House had done in this matter; but so
far as one could see, they had not done
anything unusual with reference to this
Bill-nothing wore than what was done
with manny measures sent fromi this Hlouse
during the present session. During the
last three or four months this House had
not been allowed to pass any legislation
unless approved of by a few people up
there; and the membher of the Upper
House who particularly objected to this
clause had said that ]ie and a few who
were with him were assured that their
views were more in accordance with public
opinion than were the views of members
of this House. This Bill had been sent
back to us simply because this House
had the impudence to differ f'rom the
superior per-sons who governed in that
Chamber. He hoped mnembers; here
would not accept the Bill in this emascu-
lated f orm : and it would be better for
this House to abandon the Bill for this
session, hoping that the other Chamber
would be in a better framne of mind nest
session.

Aft. DAQIJISH urged the Premier to
take a definite attitude on the question.
This was not a question. of the particular
Bill, but of the power of this House;
and as long ats this House allowed itself
to be overridden by another place, so long
would this kind of conduct, be continued
in that other place. It was not a ques-
tion of the value of this provision or the
value of the whole Bill, but whether this
House was to sink its power and its
individuality as a, Legislative Chamber.
We had seen right through the session
that every time a valuable measure was
Sent from this House to another place,
it was treated with very scant Consider-
ation.

TusE On&AxN : Hon. memtbers should
be careful not to make remarks reflecting
on another place.

MnR. DAGLISE:. Having the highest
respect for another place, he would take
an early opportunity of expressing that
respect outside this Chamber.

Question passed, and the Counceil's
amendment not agreed to.

THrE COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the Chairman do leave the
Chair.

Question passed, and the CHAIR1MAN
left the Chair. [Bill thus arrested.]

CEMETERIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

THn PREMIER (Hon. Walter James),
in moving the second reading, said: This
is a. Bill to amend the Cemeteries Act
passed in 1897. Clause 2 provides for
difficulties that have to some extent arisen,
where the trustees or the recognised head
of any religious denomination desire to
hauve set apart a 'portitin of a cemetery
for the burial of persons of the same
i-elic.ious denomination exclusively. At
present everything rests in the absolute
discretion of the cemeteryv trustees. There
is a definition also as to the extent of
the power given to trustees of religious
bodies. These bodies are anxious, firstly
that they should not ho in the ab.,olute
control of c-em etery trustees, and secondly
that whatever right they have should be
fixed by the Statute. Clause 2 provides:
"The trustees of any cemetery, at the

request of tho trustees or recogn ised head
of any religious denomination, shall, by
an instrumient in writing, set apart a
portion of the emletery' fur the burial of
persons of the same- religious denomina-
tion exclusively." There is in the schedule
to the Bill a form to he used in such
cases, and it is the same form as is now
used in connection- with the E arrakacta
Cemieteryv. The clause farther provides
that the parties may agree to such other
covenats and provisions as the Minister
may approve. The most important part
of that clause is in the last paragraph,
which says ;' Either party may, in case
of disagreement, appeal to the Minister,
whose decision shall be binding upon the
pa rties and final." The effect of that
will he to avoid friction between thme
trustees of a cemetery and the religious
bodies, by enabling an appeal to be made
to the Minister, if the trustees are
acting unfairly towards any religious
body by attempting to apportion to them
an undesirable site, or to unduly limit
the area they have, or in other way to
act in at manner which religious bodies
may think un fair. Personally. I think
that power is very desirable, because
we know how strong is the feeling
amnong religious bodies in regard to
the -allotment of burial spaces in at
public cemetery. By Clause S we
enable cemetery trustees to make by-laws
for undertaking funerals and prescribing
the charges to be made, for the annal
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license of undertakers, prescribing the
license fee to be paid, prohibiting any,
unlicensed unde-rtaker from undertaking
or conducting any f uneral in the cemetery,
regulating the charges of licensed under-
takers for undertaking and conducting
funerals, also enabling the trustees to
cane 1 an undertaker's license for breach
of any bylaw. This is a most import-
ant clause, and will entirely recommuend
itself to members of this House, for it is
extremely difficult when any person or
trustee finds he is charged excessively in
an undertaker's bill, as no one cares in
such case to go into a court of law to
dispute the charge. In many cases
undertakers' bills are too high. After
this clause is passed, if any complaint is
made of excessive charges, the cemetery
trustees will be able to insist on aL regular
scale of charges being imposed. Clause
4 amends the first paragraph of Section
29 of the Act. Under the Cemeteries
Act as it stands, the only power the
Governor has to appropriate mnoneys
passed by Parliament is to appropriae
those sums for the purposes of a cemetery
by way of salary. We strike out Sub-
section 1 of the Akct, and put in its place
this new subelause, which says: " The
Governor may direct that out of any
moneys appropriated by Parliament for
the purpose, such sums of money as he
may think fit shall be paid to the trustees
of any cemetery for the establishmnent,
maintenance, and management thereof."
That is a necessary provision, usual in
all those Acts which create boards. Then
iu Section 32 of the principal Act we
.strike out words relating to the amount
to be allowed as salary to the trustees,
and we deal with the question of salary
or fees in Clause 6. There we say:
" Every trustee shall receive a fee of ten
shillings and sixpence, or of such other
amount, not exceeding one guinea., as the
trustees may prescribe, for his attendance
at every ordinary meeting of trustees ha
may attend. Such fees may be paid out
of any moneys at the disposal of the
trustees. The yearl 'y abstract of accounts
rendered pursuant to Section thirty of
the principal Act shall state the fees paid
to each trustee." That is a. clause which
will commend itself to members. In
those cases where there is very little work
for trustees to do. indirect control can
ilways be uxercisej to penalise those

who charge undukv high rates, by not
making use of their services. Clause 7
provides that the trustees may, by order
in writing, permit the exhumation of
any body buried in the cemetery, for the
purposes of burial in another part of the
cemetery. This is to make clear the
power of removal from one grave to
another. The cemetery trustees must
have this power, and there is no such
power in the present Act. Clause 8
makes it clear that the coroner has po we r
to order the exhumation of bodies:- and
as there has been some doubt in regard
to the coroner's power in this matter, the
clause will make the intention clear.
Clause 9 enables the Governor, with the
consent of the trustees of any disused
burial ground appointed under an Act, to
vest such ground in the trustees of any
public cemetery appointed under the
principal Act. That, of course, cannot be
done except by an order of the Governor-
in-Cu until and the consent of the trustees
when necessary. Clause 10 enacts that
"1Every disused burial ground vested in
trustees under this Act shall be deemed a
cemetery within the meaning of the
principal Act, but no burial shall be per-
mitted therein without the order of the
Governor in each case." That leaves the
law as it is now. By Clause 11 the
Governor may direct that out of any
moneys appropriated by' Parliament for
the purpose, such sum as muay seem fit
may he paid to the tru stees for the upkeep
and repair of any disused burial ground
vested in them under this enactmnent.

IThis Bill has been before the Rarrakatta
Cemetery Board and before the heads
of the religious bodies. I move the
second reading.

At 6-34, the DEPUTY SPEAKER left the
Chair.

At 7-80, Chair resumed.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Clause 1 -agrued to.
C lause 2 - -Portion of cemetery i ay be

set apart for any religious denomina-
tion:

Ma. H.IGHAM : Did the clause mean
that one portion of a cemetery might be
fe nced off fromn the remaining portion?

, [ASSM-ABLY.] Second reading, etc.



Loa Esimaes: [17 DECanDER, 1902.] Railwvay Laind Purchase. 3075

THE PREMIER: The principal Act
of 1897 provided for the setting apart of
any portion of a general cemetery for a
denomination, but the clause did not give
the trustees the right to do as they liked.
The trustees had the power not to allow
the dead of one denomination to he buried
in that portion belonging to another
denominattion.

Clause passed.
Clause 8-Amendment of 61 lVict., No.

23, Section 14:
DE, O'CONNOR: Could the trustees

prescribe the charges to be made?
THE PREMIER: Yes; they could

make by-laws.
Clause lpassed.
Clauses 4 to 11, inclusive-agreed to.
Schedule, Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the previous sitting.

CLASS I., Departmental, £65,375 69s. 8d.
-agreed to.

CLAss II., Railways and Tramways-
From General Loan Fund. X1,096,626
12s. lld.-agreed to.

,From Loan Suspense Account, £294,273
7s. 1d.:-

Item-Purchase of land for railway,
Cottesloe to Fremantle -via Rocky Bay,
X895,000:

Mu. FOULKES asked for information.
THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

This represented the total amount spent
in acquiring the land on tbe Cottesloe-
Fremantle via Rocky Bay hine. The Gov-
ernment had done what any prudent man
of business would do under the same set
of circumstances. It was not intended to
proceed any farther in the matter at pre-
sent, but if nothing more were ever done,
if the railway were never constructed,
this purchase would be a profitable one
to the State inasmuch as undoubtedly the
land could be resold. at a profit; but
looking ahead it was undoubtedly a good
piece of business in the interests of the
State.

Mn. FOIJIMES: The Committee were
entitled to more information. We had a,
repetition of'what took place the other
evening when one Minister who was prac-
tically responsible for ani item on the
Estimates was in the Chamher.yet another
Minister who had nothing to do with incur-
ring the expense gave an explanation. In
this case the Minister for Railways gave
the Committee somne information, but he
had really nothing whatever to do with
the purchase, the Colonial See etary and
the late Premier were really respon-
sible for this expenditure. It might be
interesting for the Committee to have a
short history of how the expense was
incu rred. He had before him information,
which lie hoped was reliable, provided by
the Government in reply to a motion
whic.h was carried on August 27th last
Brie-fly the facts were that in March.
1898, Sir John Forrest gave verbal in-
structions to Mr. C. Y. O'Connor to
examine the country in the neighbour-
hood of Rocky Bay to determine the
feasibility of constructing a high-level
crossing over the river. Mr. O'Connor
spoke to Mr. John Muir, the engineer for
railway construction, and M~r. Muir took
the matter into consideration. At any
rate he spoke to Mr. O'Connor about it,
and Mr. O'Connor, judging from the
report, heard what Mr. Muir said, but
made no report to the Government. who
he Supposed dropped the whole question,
attaching no importance to it. It might
have been a passing idea. going through
the Premier's mind. hut nothing farther
took place. No written report was ever
furnished by Mr. O'Connor or any engi-
neer to the Government with regard to
the railway or the crossing over the river
at Rocky Bay. The report which he had
from the Railway Department said that
so far as it was known the only report
furnished prior to the 18th August was a
verbal report bky the inspector of engi-
neering surveys to the late Engineer-in-
Chief. Before that time the Forrest
Government had been considering a
scheme for dealing with the Fremantle
sewerage, and a surveyor, Mr. Lunt, who
had Something to do with that scheme,
was asked to prepare a rough plan of the
route of the railway through that d istrict.
Mr. Lunt did not prepare a proper plan
or survey. but he used the plans of the
drainage schemne for the work. He (Mr.
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Foulkes) did not know if plans suitable
f or a drainage scheme would do for a
railway; it seemed to him they were not
suitable, hut this showed the rough-and-
ready way in which the matter was pre-
pared. Mr. Lunt prepared a rough plan
in December, 1898, and the report which
was received from the Railway Depart-
ment was that the only survey made was
the extension of the Fremantle sewerage
contour survey. That showed it was a
rough plan prepared from a, sewerage
scheme. That plan showed the routes,
and there was a plan on the table of the
House which was, a copy of Mr. taunt's
rough plan. Mr. Lut's rough sketch
showed two routes, but the officer did not
express any opinion whatever with regard
to the routes, leaving it to the Govern-
ment or Parliament to decide which
route was best. One route was 34 chains
shorter in distance than the other. The
plan was prepared four years ago, and at
that time there were not so many houses
in the district as now ; there had been an
increase Of population since. On the
one route there were 20 houses and
on the other something like 500 or 600.
The red line showed the Cottesloe Beach
route, and the land all on the western side
practically belonged to private owners.
Before thie land was bought by secret
purchase, the Government land agent
estimated that the land on the Cottesloc
route could be bought for about £25,000,
and the land on the other side for some-
thing like £9,800. If the line was to
cross the river at Rocky Bay and made
to join at Oottosloe, a branch would have
to be constructed from North Fremantle
to Cottesloe station in order that people
iu that locality might be able to get on
the main line; therefore, all those who
wanted to get to Perth or dist ricts east of
Perth would have to change at Cottesloc
station for the main line. Even if people
went to Freman tle, they would have to do
the same or walk a long distance. It
would be an expensive thing to construct
and work a branch line for that traffic,
practically requiring a. double staff of ser-
vants with various expenses, and iinpos-
ing great hardship on people and much
dt-lay. People who wanited to live in a
suburb would not be likely to select one
where they, would have to change trains
to get to and from their homes. A station
was built at Cottesloe Beach in 1895, and

to show how population had grown around
that station since then he informed mem -
bers that in 1898 the receipits for that
station were £3,032 l~s. for passenger
traffic only; in 1899 the receipts were
£83,496; in 1900, £23,685 ; in 1901.
£8,917; and in 1902, up to June the
receipts were £4,613. This increase of
popu lation and reven ue woulId gi ve a good
idea of the extent of population and the
rapidity of increase in that locality.
Three-fourths i.f these people were of the
working class, and they had built shops
and houses in the vicinity of the station;
consequently iheir interests would bew
interfered with. The Government began
the purchase of this land secretly in May
of this year. The original verbal instruc-
tion given to the Enginee r-ia- Chief was
that he should report on the cost of
erecting a railway bridge over the river
in the neighbourhood of Rocky Bay,
and to show the feasibility of obtaining
a high-level bridge there. The Gov-
ernment land agent began purchasing
the land in May last, and one would have
expected that before this operation was
ordered by the Goverunent they would
have taken the trouble to find out what
would be the probable cost of a bridge
and the conditions which must accom-
pany a high-level railway bridge over
the river for enabling shipping to pass
under. He was told on good anuthority
that to enable ships to pass underneath a
hig~h-level bridge, it would be necessary
that the height be not less than 185 feet
above the water, that being the ordinary
standard height for a, high-level bridge to
permit ships with high masts and high
funnels to pass under. The engineer's
relport was that the greatest height at
which a bridge over the river for railway
purposes could be constructed would be
98 feet or 95 feet above the water level;
so the result was that if a bridge was
built there it must be a swing bridge, and
it mast involve enormous cost. A fresh
Government had come into power since
the Leakc Government began the pur-

1chase of this land, and somne of the
present Ministers migh t he more cautious
than previous Ministers. Another fact
was that no inquiries had been made by
the Government as to the probable cost of
the scheme. He believed the engineer
had reported that to put a swing bridge
suitable for carrying heavy traffic over
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the river would cost from £150,000 to
£200,000. That had been found out
since the land was purchased. Hle
believed there had been no reports given
by engineers previous to the purchase of
the land: he was told so on reliable
authority. Another interesting point was
that since the question was mooted the
people living there could not afford
fanciful schemes of this kind to be pre-
pared without examination, and they had
been inquiring with regard to railway
routes between Perth and Fremantle.
Members would see on the wall of this
Chamber a plan prepared by an ex.-
Government engineer, showing a. fresh
route between Perth and Frensantle, on
the south side of the river;- and that
engineer reported to the- effect that a
railway line on that side could be built at
less cost than would be necessary for the
proposed swing bridge over the river.
This fact showed how rash were the Leake
Government in buying this land before
they obtained reports from engineers as
to the probable cost of the work which
they contein plated. They went about the
business with the greatest secrecy, and
would not trust even the Under Trea-s-
urer to sign cheques in payment for
work done, nor would they trust the
Auditor General. It bad been suggested
that the reason why they kept the matter
so secret was that they did not want the
owners of land in the district to know
that such a scheme was in conitem-
plation. There was another reason,
perhaps, and it was that the LeaL-e
Gtovernment felt so certain that if the
people of Fremantle and the suburban
districts of Claremont and Cottesloc
became aware that such a scheme was
contemplated, the whole district would
be up in arms against it; so the Leake
Government rushed the scheme through
with the greatest secrecy. About three
weeks ago the present Minister for Rail-
ways gave a pledge to this House that
the Government would not take any
farther steps in regard to this schem~e
without the consent, of Parliament being
first obtained. He (Mr. Foulkes) was
relying on that promise, which would no
doubt he kept. He hoped that the
experience in regard to this and other
instances of putting the country to a
large expenditure of money without the
consent of Parliament would have some

*effect, and be a lesson to every Govern-
ment and to the country in regard to the

1 danger of entering into expenditure with-
out the consent of Parliament. The
facts mentioned lie had obtained from
official reports, and he had tried to state
them impartially, He appealed even to
the staunchest supporters of the Govern-
meat to bear these facts in mind, and
see that justice was done to this district,
and that no more secret transactions in
regard to railways should be tolerated by

Ithis House.
Mn. ATKINS: A few months ago his

attention was drawn to the proposed
bridge. As to buying laud secretly, he
thought the Government were right in
the course taken, but as to the cost of
the bridge and the necessatry approaches,
he believed this work would cost about
£200,000. If a large expenditure was
to be incurred in removing the two
bridges now crossing the river near Fire-
mantle, then when those impediments
were removed he hoped no attempt
would be made to put another impedi-
ment across the river by building a
bridge like that now proposed. If a
bridge were constructed there, a ferry
would also be required for enabling
people to cross to alndfroin Fremantle
and North Fremnantle. A railway could
be made from Fremantle along the sou th
side of the river to Perth, reaching the
Perth station within a few chains of the
distance on the north side of the river
and the line would join the South-
Western Railway at Burswood or Victoria
Park, and would open up what was prac-
tically a new district for settlement. Thisi
was a good scheme; f le other was not.

IThe country had advanced rapidly in
Idevelopment and population during the

Last 10 years; and assuming that it
went on at the sjame rate during the next
10 years, we should require to use the
river up to Perth for the shipping that
would come here; therefore we hoped no
attempt would be made to block the river
'with anuy fresh bridge'. Certainly the
Government should not spend £200,000
to make a bridge a mile and at half farther
up the river than the present railway
bridge. More room in Fremantle harbour
was required already, and when the river
was once open by the removal of this
obstruction it would be one of the finest
waterwakys in the world, and afford deep

Loan Betimaies.,
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water for shippingr up to the Narrows at
Perth. There would be no difficulty, he
believed, in getting 2Sft. or 3Oft. of water
all the way up to Perth Water, and he
hoped bon. members would have "savC"
enough to see what an advantage it would
be to keep the river open when once the
bridges were removed. He had no interest
in the river nor in land adjoining it;
therefore his statement should be eon-
sidered as unbiased. This was one of the
finest chances this country could have of
making a big harbour cheaply, and he
asked members to say that no more mnoney
should be spent on this project until a
comprehensive scheme was placed before
Parliament with all necessary informa-
tion. In many parts of the world water-
ways were being utilised and developed ;
as instance the Manchester Ship Canal,
which was one of the best schemes in the
world of its kind, and was paying hand-
somely, as he knew from persons Con-
cerned in it.

,Mn. DIAMOND: This question had
two phases; firstly the purchase of the
land, and secondlyv the reason for that
purchase. Looking at it as a. commercial
transaction, he did not hesitate to say it
was childish, that the prices paid were
far in excess of what should have been
paid, and that the commission paid to the
Government land agent was eight or nine
times wore than any ordinary agent
would have expected for the work. He
did not expect that the State would suffer
any loss in re,-ard to the value of the
land; but the speculation was entered
into wildly, although as an asset the land
would probably be worth 20s. in the X.
But as to the reason for the purchase,
the idea was begotten in foolish ness, con-
ceived in childishness, and born in idiocy.
A railway must be made on the south side
of the river, sooner or later; but the
object for which this land had been pur-
chased was a s~cheme of the character he
had described. The reasons for the
scheme were that the harbour should be
extended, and that a place for a dock
should be obtained. But what were the
factsd For the last six miouths, Fre-
mantle harbour had more Ilian. six times
the accommodation required; for the last
three mouths it bad more than eight
tinies the accommodation required ; mid
to-daby in that harbour the shipping was
not occupying cue-twentieth of the

accommodation available. Hle made the
statement, with a, full sense of respon-
sibility, that the harbour to-day afforded
more than ten times the accomimodation
actually required. As to tile question of
a, dock, he main tied fearlessly that there
was a magnificent site for a dock in the
I arbou r. One reason against it was that if
the docki were made in the present harbour,
an enemy's cruiser lying in the roadstead
could bomnbard a ship lying in the dock.
The commlon sense of members would
induce them to say that if we were to keep
oiu r dock free f romi that danger, i t would
be necessary to keep an enemy's cruisers
entirely outside of Rottnest ; and, in fact,
if an enemy's cruiser could bombard any
ship in the harbour, it could bombard
Perth. Nine-tenths of the people of Fre-
mantle were in favour of the opinion he
was expressing now, that they did not
wish to keep the river closed. Practical
people in Fremnantle were of opinion that
if the bridges had to be taken away for
opening th e river to shi pping, there was no
reason why another bridge should be built
two or three miles up the river for carrying
railway traffic to the south side. With
regard to a swing bridge, such a bridge
could be built at Fremantle suitable for
the whole of the road and railway traffic.
also for allowing the river to be opened
up for ships as far as Perth, or up
to Guildford if necessary. If it was
necessary to construct the dock up the
river, ships could then go to that dock.
An article in a leading newspaper the
other day, in dealing with this ques-
tion, dismissed the swing bridge in one
sentence; the writer stating that the
delays to shipping would be so great
that it had put the question of a swing
bridge out of court. Somne of the greatest
water thoroughfares in the world were
spanned by swing bridges. The swing
bridges over the river at New York-
carried ten times the traffic which was
ever likely to be carried across our river.
One of the greatest. swing bridges was at
Rouen, in Prance, which spanned the
Seine and cardied 20 times the traffic any
'bridge here would have to carry. Ships
dlid not expect to pass through a swing
bridge at any moment. If the whole of
the shipping that had come into the
port of Freniantle within the last year
had to pass through a swing bridge
at Freunantle, it would, not amount to
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more than two or three shis per diem.
With ordinary modern appliances, ship-
ping could be brought up to the swiug
bridge, passed through, and the bridge
closed again in a minute and, a half to
two minutes. If a swing bridge of the
descriptiou he had mentioned was con-
structed, it would leave the river abso-
lutely as free as if no bridge were there.
To talk about going two or three miles up
the river to put a level bridge across
to cut the harbour in two pieces was
absolute folly. The present leader of
the House, in his loyalty to the late
Premier, had done a little more than if he
had been called on to make a decision on
his own acecount. The Fremantle people
did not want to bloc k the river if it was
necessary for the shipping to go up the
river. At present it was absolutely
childish to talk about that. If shipping
had to go up the river, then there was no
reason why the harbour should be ruined.
There was no reason why the people of
North Fremantle should be rained, for
after all they were deserving of some
consideration. The Committee should
not deliberately destroy the vested in-
terests of North Fremantle. It was not
necessary to make the people of 'North
Fremantle or of South Fremantle suffer,
because the whole of the State could
be served without this ridiculous and
absurd scheme which was put forward.
The member for the Murray had spoken
about the Manchester Ship Canal. He
would ask the hon. member to read -up
the question of the Manchester Ship
Canal, and he would find it was a
tremendous financial failu-re. The share-
holders were not likely to get their money
hack and they had never yet received a
dividend. All the bridges across the
Manchester Ship Canal of any import-
amuce whatever were swing bridges.
Only one or two high - level bridges
to carry foot passengers crossed the
canal, and even a small canal crossed
the Manchester Ship Canal by means
of a swing bridge. The people of
Fremantle were not parochial ; they
did not want to close the river up. If Ai
was necessary that the work should go
on, it should go on; but that was no
reason why the port of Fremantle should
be destroyed and the cost of handling
goods doubled and trebled. There would
be a six-mile shunt between the north

side and the south side of the harbour,
which would increase the cost of handling
the goods and not decrease it.

MR. MORAN : The opening up of the
Swan River was not at issue on this vote.
We had to deal with the matter as a
responsible Parliament who were sup-
posed to discuss matters of interest and
expenditure and to authorise a Govern-
nment to proceed, with the consent of
Parlient, to raising money and spend-
ing it on publirc works. Whatever the
future might have in store for the Swan
River, whatever relations Perth and.
Fremantle might bear to the maritime
imlportance of Western Australia, would.
not be affected mnuch by the vote of
£85,000. It would be vain for any
person or body of persons to endeavour
to stand in the road of national progress:
if it be destined that Perth should
b-ecome the maritime centre of Western
Australia, nothing would prevent that
happening. The question at issue was
of greater importance than a mere
matter as to whether a swing bridge
would better open up the Swan River.
He intended to divide the House on this
matter. This was the first time in the
history of responsible government that a
departure of this importance had been
made h y a Govern mefit from the prin-
ciples of responsible government. It
was a flagrant outrage, and should
meet with the severest condemnation of
members. We should express in no un-
certain sound our disapproval ofthe action
of any Government, without authority
from Parliament, spending £47,000 to
initiate a public work which ultimately
must mean the expenditure of a mnillioni
of money. That was what presented
itself to Parliament as being the gravest
considerationi in the matter, and the only
one worthy of consideration now. He
was told the Government had made a
good deal; that the Government could
retrace their steps by' selling laud. What
did that mean ? It meant that in future
any Government, without the consent of
Parliament, could go forth and pur-
chase one million pounds worth of land,
perhaps from a friend, and if it was
disputed, the land could be put up and
sold by a~uction to realise what the
Government had given for it. He was
told that it was necessary for the
Government to proceed cautiously with a
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view of circumventing the wily land-
owner. Was it wise that the Governi-
ment. should be pledged to a schemne
before any responsible officer had given a
report as to the feasibilit y (of that scheme?
We should have to carry out enormouis
public works in Western Aunstralia in the
future, and should it be a principle that
a Government, before calling on any
expert engineer, should purchase any
quantit y of land and then tell the
country* that it was wanted for a public
work? Where would that lead us to?

MR. HOPKINS: Where did the other
system lead Victoria to ?

Mn.R MORAN: Did the bon. member
wish to take up the position that any
Government was entitled, without parlia-
mentary sanction, to go farther and
initiate a, public work ?

MR. HOPKINS: That was not what
hie stated.

Mtt. MORA N: Let members look back
and ask themselves what was thle univey-
sal practice in British countries in con-
nection with the parliamen try expendi-
ture of a country. A public work was
bruited abroad by the people. A-political.
party arose and took as its manifesto a
public works policy. That was announced
to the country, but that party di I not,
without the consent of the people and
without the consent of Parliament, con-
struct those works. The Government
went to Parliament and stated in the
Address-in-reply what works it was
intended to carry out. There was a
general discussion on the Address-in-
reply, and in manyI instanDceS Govern-
mnents were defeated at that stage. The
people expressed their will for or against
the party. Should the Address-in-reply
be carried, that was n sort of general
approval of the policy of the Government.
Each proposal then Caine forward in the
shape of a Bill. Again, members were
given a full and cornpiete opportunity on
the first reading, on the second reading.
onl the Committee stalge, on the third
reading, and at the report stage to dis-
cuss the matter. At every stage the
people's representatives were aisked to
approve of the proposal. Next came the
Parliamentary' vote, and this was the
most sacred right of the people. the right
of supply. Works were set down on
the loan schedule, and members were
atiked to give their approval to the votes.

All this had been reversed for the first
time in Western Australia by the pre-
sent Government who had taken on
themselves to enunciate a, monstrous
policy, not very well defined, but to do
something towards the building of a
bridge, and involving the opening uip of
the Swan River. In future over this
work the people would take sides, and
when the money was available and the

* ecessity occurred, the work would be
proposed. Through the industry of the
member for Claremont, members were
shown that no report was made on the
scheine up to the date of the purchase.
Had such a thing been heard of before?
Hiere was a proposnJ which carried on the

Iface of it much to recommend it, but
there would be maaiy proposals for this
nation which would in time come for-
ward and be discussed by Parliament.
It was very questionable for the mere

saving of a sum of money to uproot the
whole system of parliaimentary govern-

Iment. Should members sit by and see
Ithat dloneP Members on thle Opposition
side might one day' have the honour of
occupying the Treasurylhenchles,snd those
on the Government benches might then
be in Opposition; then with a proposal
lie this before members this Chamber
would ring with denunciations. The
nitem hers of the present Government when
in opposition denounced Form J, but the
members of the present Government had
out-jayed Form J, and bad flouted Parlia-
ineut. This land had been purchased,
and now a very flimsy defence was put
forward that the land was worth more
than what had been paid for it. The land
would not be worth that amount if the
Rouse next year refused to sanction the
scheme. Would any one tell him that
the members of the Government who had
purc-hased this land had such a wise pre-
vision of the future that they could see
into the wants of the country for some
years hence and say that the scheme
would be adoptedY The whole thing
was irregular. It was a violation of
the fundamental principles which this
Chamber had charge of. He refused to
he drawn into a discussion as to whether
Perth or Fremantle should be the sea-
port. We were struggling and grasping
at the present time to carry on the public
works policy, and it was out of court to
talk about a scheme of this bind. The
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Country Would have all it could do to get
enough money to finish the Coolgardie
Water Scheme and the Fremantle Har'-
bour Works. He would move as a pro-
test, in order that hie might not by his
vote be said to give his sanction to this
irregularity, that the item be struck- out.
If the itemi be struck out the Government
might s9ell the land for more than hail
been given for it. Then the State would
benefit; but he was not going to find the
ways and means of getting the Govern-
ment out of a hole if the item were struck
out. If the Government had in view a
scheme for opening up the river he would
be glad, if the proplosal was brought
forward, to consider it with a view of
carrying out the work when money was
available. He had heard the action of
the Government compared to a notable
instance in British history, the world-
famed, action of Lord Beaconsfield in the
Jpurchase of the Suez Canal shares with-
out the sanction of Parliament. There
was no analogy between the two cases.
Lord Beaconsfield hearing that one of the
largest shareholders in the Suez Canal
happened to be in Paris spending moniey
lavishly, and very much in need of more
money, and having heard that this share-
holder had a tremendous quantity of
bonds in the Suez Canalt for sale, sufficient
to give the holder the control of the
Canal, saw the opportunity of purchasing
the hands for the benefit of the Empire.
It was an opportunity which might never
occur again; it was the psychological
moment for him. .Lord Beaconsfield wont
to Rothschild and asked for a loan of
four millions sterling to purchase these
bonds, the conditions being that if his
action was not afterwards approved of
by Parliament, Rothschild was to be the
owner of the shares, and Dot the Empire.
Parliament sanctioned Lord Beaconfield's
action. The cases were not analo-
gous. He (Mr. Moran) might quote the
speeches of the Premier and other mem-
bers of the Government in defence of the
principle which he was initiating. He
had thought the Premier would never
have consented to such an action, holding
as he did such strong views of the rights
of this Chamber. With absolute con-
fidence he submitted to the Committee
that members should mark their dis-
approval at this stage of the spending of
money without the approval of the House.

He moved that thie item be struck
out.

Tun MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The lion. member had asked the Comn-
mittee to reg~ard the item not from the
point of merit or demerit. but because
there had been at fiaaraut outrage of the
privileges of Parliamient, because the
expenditure had been incurred without
parliamentary authority. The hon. mnem-
ber said this was the first time such a
disgraceful thing had occurred, and he
asked the Committee to show disap-
proval of such a high - handed action.
One was surprised the member for West
Perth should have said that this was
the first time there had been any
unauthorised expI end iture. He had beara
the hon. imnmber praise a previous
Government for their noble and high-
spirited action in undertaking nece-s-
sary puablic, works, and not waiting and
delaying those works until the approval
of Parliament was obtained. The hon.
member praised a previous Government
for recognising the responsibilities which
they owed to the country. In the year
1896, £493,000 worth of public works
were undertaken without the authority of
Parliament.

MR. FOULKES: That was for pressing
works.

THE MINISTER, FOR RAILWAYS:
It was not an " outrage " then, it was a
question of necessity. Apart from the
merits or demerits of the scheme, were
the Government justified in thinking the
interests of the State demanded that the
Leake Government should make a pur-
chase of this kind in as secret a mnanner
as they could ? It must be familiar to
members of the Committee that this
State had already lost thousands upon
thousands of pounds in not acquiring
land when they realised that in future it
would be necessary to acquire that land,
hut had allowed time to go by and had
only acquired the land. when it was abso-
lutely necessary. He could ,give in-
stances in Fremantle where land had been
required for the Harbour Works, cost-
ing thousands of pounds, when the land
could have been obtained for hundreds
if it had been purchased in time.
Undoubtedly there was at Fremantle land
urgontly required for the harbour works
which could have been acquired on a
similar plan for a few pounds. Now it
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would cost thousands, the present prw(e
being prohibitive. The statement that
there were no designs and no estimates
for bridges was not quite correct. Any-
one who visited the Works Department
could see a large number of designs and
estimates for bridges of various styles
and for different railways in connection
with this scheme.

MR. FOULKES5: Prepared after the land
was bought.'

THE MINISTER FOR RALLWAYS:
No; they had been in existence for
years. this was not a question of the
mnerits or the demerits of the scheme
as a scheme; and the Committee bad
been assured that the Government did
not intend to proceed farther in the pur-
chase of land or in carrying out work of
any kind without parliamentary approval.
What would have happened if, instead of
purchasing land as the Government did,
the approval of Parliament had first been
asked ? There would have been an
increase in price of 50 and perhaps 100
per cent. To acquire the land at a
reasonable price, the course adopted had
to be pursued. The Commitlee must
ask themselves, wqs the land bought in
good faith and so as to involve thi- State
in the least expenditure? The answer
must be in the affirmative; and then,
though as a. general principle it was
undoubtedly wrong to spend large sums
without parliamentary approval, this was
an exceptional case in which the action of
the Government was justified by the
result.

MR. FOULEKES -. The. Minister men-
tioned several designs and estimates for
a bridge which had been prepared
before the purchase. In Otober last the
lion. member was Minister for Works
but not for Railways, and it seemed his
answers *to questions as Minister for
Works were different from what hie
would have given had he been Minister
for llailways. At that time he (Mr.
Foulkes) asked "whether any verbal or
written reports with regard to the routes
.were furnished to the Government by
any Government engineer or surveyor
prior to last July." True, he was wrong
in asking that question from the hon.
member as Minister for Works; and it
now appeared that members must take
the utmost care as to the Minister to
whom a question was put, for it did not

follow that the same reply would be
given by two Ministers. Surely that was
not a correct attitude for a Minister to
assunme. The Minister suggested that
anyone visiting the department could get
some information; hut much would
depend on whether one went to the Rail-
ways or the Works Department. As the
Minister emphasised the importance of
buying this laud without the knowledge
of the owners, thus saving the country
several thousands, one would think this
valuable innovation was worthy of con-

Itinuauce; but since this purchase in May
*last the Government bad resumed fresh
land by the ordinary process. Why had
not such lands been purchased secretly ?

*Apparently when it suited the Govern-
ment to resume lands% legally, that was
done. They resumed land in some
instances and in others bought it secretly.
These different courses were unfair, One
or other practice should lie adhered to.
It did not appear which was the better;
hat all knew it was dangeroua to allow
any Government to make such secret
purchases. If the amendment were
passed, Ministers would have to raise
the 947,000 amongst themselves, and
whether they could refund such a sum
was doubtful. Howeler, though the
Minister had not apologised, he had
promised not to do anything of the
kind again without parliamentary au-
thority. That promise was satisfactory.
No doubt the Government would do
better now that there were two fresh
Ministers in the team, who were perhaps
more cautious than the older members.
With the t ransaction the present Minister
for Lauds had nothing to do; and
thoughi the other Ministers had not
excused themselves, they had probably
received a sufficient lesson.

MR. PIG OTT: Any amendment to
reduce this item hie would oppose. In
secretly purch asing this land the G overn-
ment doubtless -felt that they were acting
wisely and obtaining the property more
cheaply than would have been possible
by resumption. It was a poor objection
that they had upset the principles
of responsible government. Whether
the purchase were wise or unwise, the
fact that the Government took responsi-
bility on themselves proved they had
the courage of their opinions. Ile did

I not think the bargain was a bad one.
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If the Committee struck out the item,
the Government should resign rather
than submit to that course; and if
anything would induce him to support
the Government, it was the action thbey
had taken in this case.

MR. MORAN by leave withdrew his
amendment.

MR. JACOBY moved that the item be
reduced by £100.

MR. HOPKINS: This item illus-
trated the abuse which might creep into
the administration of the finances of the
country, whilst it also exemplified the
necessity for having a Government in
which P~arliament had sufficient confi-
deuce to trust them with an undertaking
of this kind. It would have been pre-
ferable if the Auditor General had been
taken into the confidence of the Govern-
inent: and if he was Dot a capable and
trustworthy officer, action should be
taken to remove hint

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

6
.. .. 22

Majority agans
AYES.

Mr. Butober
Air. Foulkes
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. Mona
Mr. Store
Mr. Diamond (Tell.,).

16
NOES.

Mar. Atkins
Mr. ]Both
Mr. Daglisb
Mr< Ewin
Mr. Vrgory

Mr. Ilastie
Mr. Hywr
Mr. Hicks
Mr. Hopkios
MY. Sames
Mr. johnso.
Mr. Xingsmill
Mr. McWillinas
Mr. Pigott
Mr. Porkis
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Fason
Sir. Reid
hir. Tayo
Air. Toa
Mr. Throssell
Mr. High=m (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Harbour and River Improvements:
MR. MORAN asked the Minister in

charge hlow much of the estimated total
expenditure had already been spent.

MR. PURKISS asked for explanation
as to the " suspense account," and why
the same items appeared in the " suspense
account" and in the "general loan fund
account." He could not understand the
distinction, nor the reason for similar
items appearing under the two headings.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS ex-
plained that of the total estimated expen-
diture, a portion Vas taken from the
general loan account, aind that the
balance, £649,932, was debited to the
suspense account temporarily. The
practice of having a suspense account was
one which had been long continued, and
there was no novelty in the present
arrangement, except in) the mode of
showing how similar items were appor-
tioned as between the two accounts.
Portion of the Savings Bank funids were
made available for loan works, until a
loan autborised by Parliament wats
actually raised ; then the loan having
been raised, the amounlt so taken from
Savings Bank funds would be repaid, and
that money would become available for
future use in the same way if necessary.
If the market were to take a favourable
turn, the amount charged to suspense
account could be recouped from the
flotation of an authorised loan. The
actual expenditure from Loan Estimates
hardly ever came near the estimated
expenditure, for reasons whichl members
generally would understand. As to the
amount of loan funds available at present,
a. sum of £21,300,000 was actually in
sight, and the Treasurer had stated on
the previous evening that he did not
anticipate any difficulty in providing half
a million locally, if it wer-e necessary.

Mn. MORAN: How much had already
been expended.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
About one-third of the amount.

MR. MORAN: Without authority.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

This happened every year. The Govern-
ment could not leave afl the works at a
standstill until the Estimates were passed.

MR. M4ORAN: The authorisation asked
for by the Government was £2,213,000.
and the Minister had said it was proposed
only to spend pr-obably £1,800,000. In
other words, the Com mittee were asked to
authorise the expenditure of half a million
of money which was not to be spent, the
reason given for that being that last year
about a like sum was authorised by Par-
liament but not expended. That was
rather a large margin to ask for authority
to spend, half a million pounds which
would not be required. The Minister
informed him that about £800,000 had
been raised against outstandingauthority
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that was by the sale of locally inscribed
stock. He presumed, therefore, that
authority was ex'hausted. The available
amount now was less that sum. We
were told that half of the expenditure
authorised had already been expended by
the Government without authority.

THE MINISTER FpOlt MINES: The
works were autbhorised.

Ma. MORAN: It was to be presumed
that £500,000 had been spent without
the authority of this Chamber. At this
late end of the year it wats just as well
that the Loanu Estimates should be
brought in, or the whole amount would
have been expended without the sanction
of Parliament. It was to be hoped that
in future the Revenue Estimates and
the Loan Estimates would reach Parlia-
meut much earlier. The Estimates of
revlnlue and expenditu re had received the
sanction of the Rouse six months after
the money had begun to be expended.
We were considering the Loan Estimates
Nix months after one-third of the amount
had been expended. It was a great pity
the Government did not take authority
to raise sufficient money in case the loan
market became favourable during recess.
The Government at the lpresent tinie had
sufficient authorisation to carry them up
to April or March. Ey the time Parlia-
ment met again, the money would be
exhausted and the authority exhausted.
The country would then be in financial
straits if public works were carried on
in a vigorous manner.

Item--Fremnantle Harbour Works (in-
cluding wharf sheds), £97,491 13s. 6id.:-

Mit THOMAS: When would the
expenditure on the Fremuantle Harbour
Works cease ? Here was a sum of
£97,000 and later on a. sum of £22,000
appeared, making a total of £120,000 on
these Estimates for thir, work.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The future expenditure on the Fremantle
Harbour, from the 1st of January next,
would be governed to a great extent b y
the Fremantle Harbour Board that had
been constituted, and that board would
guide the Governmient. as to what expendi-
ture might be necessary in future. It
was not anticipated in the immediate
future that any large sum would be
necessary.

MR. THOMAS: We had been spend-
ing hundreds of thousands of pounds on
the harbour at Fremiantle, when a tithe
of what was proposed to be spent' on the
Fremantle Harbour would make Esper-
atice a safe port.

Itemn-Point Sampson, near Cossack,
stock jetty and approaches, £211,668
l3s. 4d..

MR. PIGOTT: The building of this
jetty was a serious mistake on the part
of the Government. The jetty would not
in any way be sheltered fromu the pre-
vailing winds that blew on the coast

Ifrom March to Novembher, known as the
Ieasterly trade winds. Those acquainted

with the place agreed that there had not
Ibeen a vessel yet which could lie along-
side the jetty when the eastern winds
blew into that port. The Government
should take up this matter without any
farther delay. A contract, he believed,
had already heen let for the building of
the jetty; but it was the opinion of all
ship masters who traded up that coast
that the jettv was absolutely useless for

1nine or ten months of the year, and it
was very doubtful if it would be used for
the remaining three months. It was
stated that if the jetty were constructed
a largre number of stock wo ul d be sh ipped
to Freumantle. He did not agree with
that statement. If the port could be
made a good one and safe for vessels to

Igo alongside the jetty, a number of stock
available for market would not be
8bsipped to Fremantle. With the open-
ing up of the stock routes 95 per cent.
of the stock would be travelled over-
land. This year alone up to the present
time a large number of stock had been
travelled overland from Kim berley.
Cattle had been sold as fats before they
reached Perth; and this year no con-
tracts had been entered into with cattle
steamers from Derby. Whoever was
rcsponsille for calling for tenders for
this jetty could hardly have known the
facets of the case; aind it would he safe to
say that none of the officers who had
bieen asked to report on the work had
favoured the proposal. That statement
would be withdrawn if disproved; but
several of these officers had told him that
the jetty represented a tremendous waste
of money. Though the contract had
been let, the present contractor should be
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compensated for cancelling the contract,
and the Government should take back
the timber to Fremantle. It was evident
the advocates of the jetty were insincere,,
and bad an ulterior object. P~ort lied-
laud had taken their trade. The late
Premier (Mr. Leake) had promised a
railway to the Pilbarra goldfields.
Between Cossack and Port Hedlund
there was great rivalry. Without this
jetty there was no prospect of the railway
starting from Oossack; hence the agita-
tion. Goods could never be landed on
the jetty from a steamer without an ex-
penditu re of fro m.£15,000 or £20,000 on
a tram line to connect with the tramway
from Cossack to Roebourne. This item
was an example of wanton extravagance
in the North, not at the instigation of
the people as a whole but of a few, who
had not put the facts before the Govern-
went. Pay the contractors anything in
reason not to proceed with the wurk;-
and if the work must be done it should
not be charged to loan but to revenue,
for the jetty would not be worth 25 per
cent. of the £11,000 odd the Government
proposed to spend. A steamer cowing
from Singapore must discharge her cargo
into lighters; and then if there were an
easterly wind she could not approach, the
jetty. True, if sheep happened to be
ready and the weather fine, they could he
shipped. He was somewhat ashamed of
not having been in the [louse last year
when the preliminary item of £1,000 fur a
survey was passed, but he had been
caled away by his duties in another
State. On his return he was told the
£1,000 was for a survey, and the Premier
(Mr. Leake) said it was unlikely that the
work would proceed. Let the Minister
pause and make inquiries from his offi-
cers.

Tan, MINISTER FOR WORKS
thanked the hon. member for his infor-
mation; but for years this work had
been pressed for and promised, and
previous Governments had been assured
the work was most necessary in the
interests of the squatters of the North;
that the jetty would enable any number
of sheep to be shipped, thus reducing the
price of meat and benefiting squatter and
consumer alike. Both design and survey
were the work of competent engineers;
and if facts were as the hon. member
stated, there must have been some great

mistake. However, as the work was in
hand, he would make immediate inquiries.

Dii. HICKS: The easterly winds
which prevailed from May till September
undoubtedly prevented any steamer from
approaching the jetty; hut those con-
ditions would hardly continue tor more
than 10 or 12 datys in the year. True, as
part of the ocean swell im pinged on the
jetty, a, breakwater must subsequently
be added. The chief opposition to the
work had come all along from the people
of Cossack, since its construction would
involve the removal of Cossack to Point
Sampson. The shipment, of stock must
mtake the jetty remunerative The 'dis-
trict could ship 30,000 sheep per year.
At the present time sheep cost by lighter
9d. per he-ad; and at least 8d. per head
would be saved by the jetty. B y a
deviation of the Oossaxc.Roehourne tram-
line cargo could be brought over the jetty,
which now cost some 8e. per ton to
lighter; and he had seen from 400 to 600
tons lauded at ossack jetty within a
mnonth.

MR. PIG OTT: The hon. member
admitted the jetty would be prac-tically
useless without a breakwater.

DR. Hxcxs: For 10 or 12 days in the
year.

MR. PIG OTT: And absolutely useless
for cargo without at huge expenditure on
a tramnwayv. Even if tIhe jettyv were built
and never used, there was great risk of
its being washed away by a hurricane in
the first season. No insurance company
would take a, 95 per cent. risk on the
jetty. He believed people in the North
a s a whole would object to the jetty being
built. The cost of the jetty at £116,000
and a tram way at about £20,000 would
be wasted, unless other large expenditure
was undertaken. These sums had better
he spent on making a railway from Port
Red land to the goldfields. He con-
demned the construction of this jetty as
a work that would be useless, and one
that would be a disgrace to the Govern-
ment which carried it out.

Vote put and passed.

Loon Suspense Accogiat --Item, Point
Sampson, Stock Jetty and Approaches.
£C831 6s, 3d.

Mit. HANSON: Here was the same
item under another heading, and mem-
bers for the district had informed the

Loan Estimates: Coegack Jetty.
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Committee that if this work were executed
it would be useless without a farther
large expenditure. The member for
Roebourne hadl admitted, while not
opposing the vote, th'tt this work would
be useless without something more; that
to make the jetty of use the town of
Cossack would have to be shifted, the
tramway would have to be deviated, and
a breakwater must be made. There was
no information from the Government as
to the cost of these several large require-
mnents. The people in the North had
been cr 'ying out for the Port Hedland
railway to be constructed, and it was
evident that if the total of these several
Sums were put into that work it would go
a considerable distance towards construct-
ing the railway. Whether that was so
or not, the State could not afford to
recklessly squander loan moneys; and he
was amazed to find the Minister for
Works absolutely without knowledge
concerning this item. Did the Govern-
mnent take on, as at sort of legacy of
damnation, weks that a previous Govern-
ment were unable to carry out? The
Government should try to find out
whether works left to them by a previous
Government were really necessary, and
whether this money coul not be expended
to better advantage elsewhere.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course inquiries had been made and
reports obtained in regard to this work.
It would not be pnt on the Loan Esti-
mates unless it was recommended after
inquiry. Certan members of thle Min-
istry had intimate knowledge as to the
necessity for this work, Bnd this should
be a guide to him as Minister for Works.
All he could do now was to say that
farther inquiry would be made, and if
it could not be proved that this work
could be done for the money and be of
advantage to the district and to the State,
the work would he stop ped at the earliest
possible stage.

MR. JOHNSON : Had acontract beenlet?
THE; MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
MR. PIGOTT: Would the Minister-

lay on the table to-morrow, for the con-
venience of mnenmbers. all the reports made
by departmental officers regarding this
work ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
promised to let the hion. member and
others who desired it see the reports.

ME. NANSON: As the Committee
were informed that a con tract had been
let for this work, he asked, when was this
system to be stopped ? Here was the
very Government whose members used to
inveigh against unauthorised expenditure
when made by a previous Government
now bringing forward Estimates showing
various amounts of money expended
absolutely without parliamnentary sanc-
tion. He supposed the limit of patience
even of members on the other side of the
House would be reached. Members of
the Labour party not long ago, headed
by members of the present Government,
used to inveigh against unauthorized
expenditure by the then Government;
but now this practice was receiving sup-
port from those very members, and was
being carried on by those Ministers who
formerly condemned it in the case of
another Government. What special
necessity could there have been to push
this matter on? It looked as if the
Government, anticipating trouble, had
entered into engagements which should
bind Parliament before sanction was
obtained.

M R. JOHNSON asked for more infor-
mation on the item. Was this sum
authorised last year? Did the House
last year vote thiat a sulm of money be
spent on this work ?

DR. HIcKS: Money was voted two
years ago.

MR. JOHNSON: Members represent-
ing the district allowed the work to pass
last year without informning the House
generally as to the necessity for the work;
yet now that a contract had been entered
into, they got up and said the work was
not justified. If the member for the
district recognised that the work would
be practically useless unless a farther
large expenditure was incurred, he should
have explained that to the Committee
when the work was first before the House.
What was the amount of the coutract?
Were we pledged to an expenditure of
X11,000 because a contract had been let ?
The member for the Murray had stated
that a contract was let for X16,000.
Would the Minister say exactly what had
lbeen done, whether the contract had been
let and what the amount of it was?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
contract had been let for £G12,000 for the
construction of a jetty 1,800 feet long,
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with stockyards. Inquiry would be
made, and if there was not the utmost
justification for the work it would be
Stopped.

MR. MORAN: The member for Kal-
goorlie had waxed warm because £11,000
was to be spent without the sanction of
Parliament; but if the hon. member had
been in the House earlier be would have
beard the Minister say that half a
million of money had been spent without
authority. The Government had let
contracts for new works and now came for-
ward for authority to Spend the money.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member had twitted him with
spending half a million of money without
authority. The bon. member knew it
was absolutely necessary that work should
go on, pending the passage of the Esti-
mates. Should all loan works, and works
of every, description, be stopped on the
30th June, and not a stroke of work
done until the date of the passage of the
Estimates? This work had been pro-
maised year after year. An amount
towards it was passed on the Estimates
last year and the work was recommended
to be undertaken. Hie promised to in-
quire into the matter, and he hoped the
member for West Kimberley would go
into the papers with him.

MR. MORAN: It was not desired that
works in progress should be stopped on
the 30th of June. Last year there were
works authorised to the amount of
.£2,027,000, and the amount expended
was X1,600,000, consequently there was
authority in existence to expend £400,000
to carry on, besides which the Minister
had expended on the new authority
another half a million of money; there-
fore the Minister must have expended
since last June a million of mioney. Such
a work as a new jetty was very different
from works in progress. This was only
in keeping %with the careless way we were
getting into in this country.

MR. PIGOTT: There was another
jetty built by the Government, of which
the member for West Perth was a
strong Supporter. The jetty cost several
thousands of pounds, and was washed
away within a m1onth of completion. It
was rebuilt, and up to the present day no
steamer had ever gone alongside it.

MR. ATKINS: It was never intended that
steamers should go alongside that jetty.

I MR. DAGLISH suggested that afourth
column be added to the Estimates, so that
the Government could show the approxi-
mate estimated total expenditure on any
given work. Last year the Committee
were asked to pass £1,000 for this work,
and that would appear to have been the
cost of the work; now it was found that
the work was to cost £12,000.

Ma. ILLINGWORTH said he wished
to express his opinion on the somewhat
unusual suggestions of the Government
in regard to the form of the loan accounts.
It would be noticed that all through the
accounts there was a suspense account on
every itemn, and the proposal was to pro-

*vide for these suspenses out of certain
isums supposed to be raised. It had been
stated that something like two millions
were available on the loan account. As
a matter Of fact, the actual sum available
was £865,620. The total possibilities of
the Government on the London market,
if the Government went to-morrow, was
a million and a half, and if that sum were
borrowed the Government would have to
refund to the Savings Bank, for issue of
inscribed stock, the difference between the
sum hie had mentioned and the money
that had been borrowed. He had urged
in the earlier portion of this session that
the Government were not in a position to
goforwai d with works unle~s they obtained
a loan authorisation. It was simply
impossible in his judgment to pursue a
public works policy without that an thori-
sation. It was quite true the Govern-
went could raise a loan to-morrow, if the
market was favourable, to the amount of
a million and a half, but when the Gov-
ernment bad raised that sum the amount
available would be £863,620.

THE PREMIER: Why not have the
balance available P
*MRs. ILLINGWORTH: For the
reason that the Government. could not
issue inscribed stock unless authorised
iby a Loan Bill. At present the Govern-
mnent had drawn against their authorisa.
tion every shilling except £2865,620, and
if the Government raised the whole of
their authorisation, the total sum avail-
able would be £855,620. About £1,100,000
would be availableinthe country providing
the Government had a&loan authorisation,
but they could not issue it. The Savings
Bank money could not be used and the
inscribed stock could not be issued unless
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supported by a loan authority. That was
the reason he said the Government had
made a mistake in closing the session
without authority to borrow. Ho could
not allow the opportunityv to pass without
expressing regret that the Government
were not making a wise provision for the
future. If the Government Raw their
way clear to finance, it was perhaps not
his place to dictate ; but he had a duty to
perform as a member of Parliament, and
he pointed out what he considered was a
mistake on the part of the Government
in their procedure. It was strongly de-
sired that the public works policy of the
Government should proceed, and all that
was necessary-lie did not suggest that
the Government should go to the London
market for a large sum, but wherever
the Government got their money, it
must be supported by' loan authorisation.
To raise the money in the country as
suggested by the Treasurer would be
admirable if it could he done; but the
country could not and would not at the
present time raise mioney a t the prices
for which it had been raised hitherto.
The last one and 'a half millions was
raised at £9102 10s. in London. The net
cost, after all the expenses so bitterly
complained of by the present Treasurer,
brought the loan up to £99 15s. or
£99 16s. ; aud it was certaiiv that a 81
per cent. loan could not now be raised at
that price net. That was a contingency
of the market for which the Government
were not to blame; but they were to
blame for allowing this session to close
without obtaining what all members were
willing to give them, and what would be
passed in five minutes-authority to
borrow more mnoney. The country could
not be financed without that power; and
he warned the Govern ment that they
were taking a most dangerous step in
allowing the session to close without
taking the necessary authority,. Having
given that warning he had done his
duty.

TfHE PREMIER: As to the financial
proposals, the Government had of course
been advised by the Treasurer after due
consideration, and wvere satisfied that the
course adopted was the wisest. They
had authorisations which would enable
them to obtain money if the market were
favourable, and they' thought they could
finance under the existing authorisiations.

But they were quite certain they would
be ill-advised if they asked for additional
authorisations when they wished to
impress on the British investor their
desire as far as possible to avoid doing
so. If this House were asked for an
allthorisati(,n, the fact was very soon
cabled to the old country, and did not
assist the Government in their attempt
to strengthen our financial position.

MR. NANSON: The discussion had
strayed from the item. Last session a
sum was voted for surveying this jetty' .
Did that justify letting a contract without
parliamentary authority ? Last session
it was understood that only £1,000 would
be spent, and that the Government would
not let a contract without farther
authority; whereas a contract had been
entered into to spend some £12,000 on
this jetty. The late Premier (Mr. Leaks)
had told the memiber for West Kimberley
(Mr. Pigott) that it was doubtfuil whether
the work would he proceeded witb; hence
there was doubt whether it wvas necessary,
and whether a huge expenditure would
not be required to make the jetty useful.
The present G-overnmnent had flouted
Parliament, and we were airily told by
the Minvister that the work if unnecessary
could be stopped. Would not the coni-
tractor require compensation for the
cancellation of his contract ? Had the
work been beguni? In what stage was it?
Evidently the Minister had only the
faintest knowledge of what had been
done. Would immediate steps be taken
to stop the work pending inquiry?

Tas PREMIER: Yes; whether thework
bad or had not been started.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Whether the work was being actually
proceeded with was uncertain. It was
impossible to have an up-to-date know-
ledge of every detail on the Estimates.
Immediate inquiry would be made, and
the work if in hand would be stopped till
the Government were satisfied of its
necessity.

MR. ATKINS: A man who had bought
half a share in a timber mill was cutting
the timber, much of which was at the
railway station. Some of the sawn
timber avid also the piles were loaded in
the ship, which was either leaving or had
left. The contractor had sent up his
plant to make a start.
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Mn. ILLjTNGWORTH:; The Corn.
mittee were indebted to the member
for West Kimberley for starting this
discussion. If the timber was only
leaving port, the Government should
endeavour to prevent its going farther.
This occurrence emphiasised the necessity
for a column specifying what amounts
works were to cost; yet the so-called
fourth column in the Estimates had been
most heartily condemnned this session,
In former sessions he and others bad
urged that when the House was asked
for a vote of, say, £1,000 there should be
an intimation of the final cost of the
work; aud he hoped, notwithstanding
the criticism adverse to the fourth columin,
its use would be continued, and the in-
formation supplied more accurately than
was possible this session. Year after
year we had been asked to vote, say,
£1,000 for a work, without intimation as
to the real cost. Next year £24,000 or
£5,000 would be asked for, and even-
tually the work, which members, perhaps
through carelessness, imagined would
cost only £-1,000, cost £10,000 or
£15,000, like this jetty, which would
ultimately cost £12,000, and perhaps
would not be of much use when erected.

Mu. ATKINS: As to the jetty at
Onslow being carried away, it was made
too low, though in accordance with plans
and specifications; and instead of being
built straight out to sea, it was taken askew
along the shore, and the first willy-willy
destroyed it. The new jetty erected by
Atkins and Law was not intended for
steamers but for lighters.

MR. WALLACE: The member for
the district should be able to inform the
Committee whether it was prudent to
stop this work. Members like the last
speaker were to be thanked for their in-
formation; but the arguments of the
direct Opposition, particularly the blattnt
muendacity of the member for West
Perth~-

Mu. MOR.AN:- By way of a pleasant
change he would ask that the expression
be withdrawn.

MRs. WALLACE: Let the hon. iem-
her "1take his gruel" as Government
supporters took theirs. Thoughhe with-
drew the exp ression, he held his opinion.
This wilful representation continuously
carried on by that hon. member, whose

blatancy gave his speeches access to the
Press, and whose untruths-

MR. MOP-AN asked for a withdrawal of
untruths."
MR. WALLACE withdrew the expres-

sion. He was following the tactics of
the hon. memb er by getting in the words,
so that they might be spread abroad,
thereby achieving the object sought. Let
us assist in striking (Put any expenditure
that was unnecessary. There had been
a blind rush to let this contract, on the
report of some officer; but the necessity
for the work appeared not to exist.

Ma. BUTCHER: It was a wrong
impression to say the work was un-
necessary. He did not think any work
conteinplated was of more vital import-
ance; but the trouble appeared to be
that the work was being put in the
wrong place, and a greater trouble was to
find a right place.

MR. HARPER: Having a knowledge
of this district, it appeared to him extra-
ordinary that this work ever camne to be
contemplated. Suppose a rocky reef ian
straight out half a mile from Cottesice
Beach, htear Fremantle, with no shelter
except on the landward side; and suppose
we pnt a jetty on that beac-h the same as
was proposed to be done at Port Sam pson,
the result would be just as good there as
putting one here at Cotiesloe Beach, so
fax as the use for vessels was concerned.
There would be no protection from
easterly wvinds; on neither side would
there be any shelter. but a little shelter
from a westerly wind. The question was
where to find a safe place to discharge
and load vessels at Cossack. That had
been the trouble from the earliest days Of
the settlement, and no one bad been able
to indicate what it was possible to do.
There were good harhours to the west-
ward, but thev did not serve the Cossack
district. This work was looked on as a
way out of the difficulty; but he hoped
the Government would inquire carefully
into it before expending a.ny' money.

Mu. STONE urged that the itemn be
struck out. The contract seemed to have
beepn let without proper inquiry.

Mu. TAYLOR: There would be heavy
compensation required, but it might be
wise to pay that and stop the work.

Other itemns agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Loan B8timates: [17 DpubillER, 1902.3
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CLASS IV. -- Water Supply and Sewer- CLASS V.-Coolgardie Goldfields Water
age for Towns; Scheme - Frm General Loan Flund,

I.PO.QRQAI7 R. S
Item-Sewerage for Perth and Fre-

mantle, £5,677:
MR. DAGLISH:- How was this money

being expended? Was it part of a comu-
prehensive scheme, or was the money
being thrown away by absurd expendi-
ture under the authority of the different
municipalities concernedP A sum of
£23,600 was also expended last year.

TRE MINISTER FOR WORKS:- Thin
item o4 sewerage was intended to be
spent in completion of a, real test of the
septic tank system of treating sewage
matter. A septic tank instalment put in
the Government House gronds, for
dealing with ordinary sewage matter, had
proved a success in every way. At North
Fremantle the Government were trying
another experiment to deal with ordinary
nivbitsoil by the same process, and that
had turned out a complete success also.
To the credit of Western Australia. be it
said, he believed this was the first place
in the world that had attempted to deal
with nightsoil by the septic tank system;
and having proved a, success, it had
solved to a great extent the difficulty
with regard to the sewage of Perth and
Fretnautle in the future.. This was
mioney was. well sient, but it was not
part of a comprehensive scheme.

Mu. JACOBY: Were the experiments
being conducted with a view to control-
ling the whole sewage of a. towni He
had recently conversed with a medical
practitioner who had examined this
system in the old country, and his state-
ment was that though eminently success-
ful on a small scale, for such places as
factories and public buildings, yet it
would be useless for dealing with the
sewage matter of towns.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
experiment had proved its suitability for
use on a large scale in towns. He did
not know where the lion, member ob-
tained his information. The Government
had medical testimony in abundance and
of the highest character that the septic
tank systemn had proved a huge success
in dealing with sewage matter in large
cities on the continent of Europe.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed,

Mn. DAGLISH:- In the report of the
Royal Commission which inquired into
this scheme there was a recommendatien
that the resident engineer was not Suit-
able for the duties of his position. Had
that recommendation been carried out,
and in what way ?

THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The report of the commission went to
show that in the opinion of the commis-
sioners this officer was not fit to hold the
position, because in his desire to be loyal
to his superior officer he had not given
certain information be was supposed to
be in a position to give and ought to
have given. The matter was inquired
into, and it then appeared that this
officer was well qualified for the position
he was in. His work from that time to
the present had been an unqualified
success, and had shown that he was worthy
of being retained in his position.

MR. JACOBY: With regard to the
opinion which the comnmission expressed
in reference to this officer, he (Mr.
Jacoby) disagreed with it. He had had
opportunity of forming ain opinion in
regard to this officer and of other officers
connected with that scheme, and he
thought the opinion which the Minister
had just expressed would be fully
indorsed by all engineers who had oppor-
tunity of seeing the work for themselves.
The commission went into a phantasy of
condemnation in .regard to an officer who
was loyal to his superior.

MR. DAGLISH: If it was loyalty to
his superior officer that led to Mr.
Reynolseon's evidence before the com-
mission and led to his neglect, then his
loyalty to his superior was the cause of
absolute disloyalty to the State. It was
not the Superior officer who paid Mr.
Reynoldson. The first duty of an officer
was to the State..

MR. JACOBY. Then every officer should
be a tale-bearer.

ME' DAGLISH: A man should fulfil
his duty to the State first. When things
went wrong it became the duty of an
officer to report to his chief, and if his
chief failed to take notice of his report,
the responsibility was on the chief. In
this instance, as far as the commission

[ASSEMBLY.3 Water Schenze.
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found, no reports had been made, and
things had gone on for two years. The
commission's report on this point was as
follows

Mr. Reynoldson. came to this State at the
invitation of Mr. Hiodgson, under whom he
had studied for his profession and subse-
quently worked. The rapidity with which lie
rose to the second position in the Coolgardie
Water Scheme appears to hare been due to
the personal influenco of Mr, Hodgson, which
it is natural to suppose produced a strong
feeling of loyalty to the latter. The position,
however, involvedI a fairly complete know-
ledge of the cost of works, and if Mr Reynold-
son were fitted for the position he held, he
must have known that the work was being
carried out at extravagant ratesand it was.
his obvious duty to have brought the matter
under the notice of his superior officer in ssuch
a way as to insure it reaching the Engineer-
in-Chief. (Re had special opportunities of
doing this directly when in control dluring
Mr. Hodgson's absence on leave.) Whether
his omission to do this was due to blindness
occasioned by loyalty to Mr. Hodgson, or
whether it was due to incompetence, is a
matter of doubt; but whatever way have been
the cause, the commission is of opinion that
the fact is sufficient to testify to his (Mr.
Reyncldson's) unfitness for the position he now
holds.

If that meant anything, it mneant either
Mr. Rleynoldson was incompetent or dis-
loyal to the Government. He would not
advocate anyone being encouraged in im-
proper tale-bearing, but if the State paid
an officer it was entitled to that officer's
best services. He knew nothing of Mir.
Key noldson except what was given in the
evidence before the comnmission, and it
was more unpleasant to condemn a man
than to praise him. He joined with the
other members of the commission in the
unanimous finding on this point. The
recommnendations of the commission were
not being carried out. It was unwise to
appoint commissions if their reconmnen-
dations were to be treated as so much
waste paper. More attention should be
given to the recommendations miade than
was evidenced in this instance.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
referring to loyalty to superior officers
he was simply quoting the words of the
commission. He had previously paid a
tribute to the good work which the comn-
mission had done, and hie had paid very
careful attention to their report, and that
-was evidenced in the action lbe took in
regard to this officer. Mr. Hodgson had
left the service, so that there was no

*influence by anyone overt this officer. He
(the Minister) 'called the a'ttention of the
present EnLgineer-i n- Chief to the report
of the commission, and asked for
a straight-out opinion of the officer,
whether he should be retained in his
position, whether he could he trusted,
and whether he was qualified to do his
work; and he went farther when these
questions were answered in the affirm-
ative, and poinlted out to thle Engineer-
in-Chief thle nick hie Was running in
having given the advice, in spite of the
cornmissiou, that the officer should be
retained in his position. The Engineer-
in-Chief then stated that an injustice
would be done to the officer by getting
rid of' him, that he knew of no one more
qualified to take his place. He (the
Minister) had watched this officer's work
as closely as he could, and he felt it his,
duty to bear testimony that Mr. RZey-
noldeon had done very good work indeed.
If one had not the assurance from
the Engineer-in-Chief. he would have
acted on the report of the Royal Com-
mission.

MR. ATKINS: As a member of the
commission he might state that it appeared
to the conmmission that a scape-goat was
made of one man and that the rest were
prett'y well allowed to go free. That was
not his idea of carrying out what were
the recommendations of the commission.
The commission had asked that certainl
work should he let by contract, the desire
bieing that tenders should b~e invited for
some of the work, s,) as to get a. definite
opinion as to what the valuo of the work
was and to have something to cotupare
the cost by. The tenders were not called,
and the commission had to make the
investigation themselves. If tenders had
been called, the commission would have
seen what the work was worth, but no
notice had been taken of the recommnenda-
tion.

Vote passed.

From Loan Snspentre A ocovnt, X255,952
17s.:

Maw MORAN: There was no authority
under any of these items to go in for a
reticulation of the streets. Did the
Minister inteud to go in for the reticula-
tion of Coolgardie, Boulder, and Kalgoor-
lie?~ This work should have been in
progress for some months and the taps
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ready to be turned on when the scheme
was opened at Kalgoorlie.

Tiffn MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was intended from this vote to wake a
start with the reticulation of Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. Tenders had
been called for the pipes.

Vote passed.

CLASS VI.-Development of Goldfiealds
and Mineral Resources; fromn General
Loan Fund. £34,412 4s. Id.:-

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved that after "fund" the words
"administered by the Mines Depart-
ment " be inserted.

Amendment passed.

Item-Pilbarra Goldfields, £2,000:
Mn. JACOBY asked for explanation.
Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS

This was for sinking a well at Port
Hedlaud, deepening existing wells in
the district, and boring in the vicinity of
Nullagine.

Vote passed.

CL.&ss YIIL-DeeloPsnent of A gricad-
tnt-c-agreed to.

CLASS IX.-1migration, £387 6s. 54.!
Mit. JOHNSON: Last year £3,000

was expended. Why the difference, and
why the next item of £4,612 from loan
suspense accountP

Tarn PREMIER: This was the balance
left from the Immigration vote of past
yearis. It was intended as. far as possible
to defray out of revenue the cost of
importing from the Eastern States the
wives and families of men resident here..
If the cost should be heavy, it would be
a fair charge against loan.

Mn. HALSTIE: In the majority of cases,
were not such advances repaid by the
borrowers, and did not the moneys go
into the ordinary reveuue?

THE PREmi-Ea: Yes.
Mxli. HASTIE: Then as X3,400 had

been Spent, the net exponditure would
probably be less than £2400; and next year
less than £600 should suffice.

THiE FnRnnnE: That was hoped.

Iteim -From loan suspense account,
£,4,612 l3s. Zd.-agreed to.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the Loan Estimates.
Resolutions reported, and the report

adopted.

FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received. from the Legislative Council,

and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 24 minutes

past 11 o'clock, until the next day.

Ibsgiztatibc (Toaunc it,
Thursday, 181h December, 1902.

PAOX
IPoisn eae exchianged for Freehold, Erplantionsam9

Qusiu:Land Settlement, Bridgetownto Mount
Barker..........................809

Standing Orders Suspension, to expedite business 8097

I aors moved for, P. L. Weiss....,.... ... 83099
EL Ha: Platories aud Shops, Procedure as to rein.

stating and shortening the Sill..........3098
Judjpes' Salaries Bill, first and second readings.

in Committee, progress..............83100
I Dividend Duties, third reading ......... 102

Cemeteries Act Amendment, second reading,
in Committee, etc...................102

Perth Tramways Act Amendment, second read.

municinal Institutions Act Amendment, second
reaIjng, ec...............83105

Rtobb's etyto Woda RsPitBlway. all

Mlalcelm.Laertou Ilsilcay, all stages.5108
Appropriation Bill, first and secomd readings,

in Committee, reported 11 . .. 8110
Public Works, Council's Amendments . .. Sill

Truc PRESIDENT took the Chair at
14130 o'clock, p.m.

PvRnAR.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the MINITE FOB LAln.a: Annual

ireport, Railway Department.

POISON LEASE EXCHANGED FOR
FREEHOLD.

INSTEIAL STAEMENT.
Tics MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

A. Jameson) : In connection with a ques-
tion which arose yesterday relative to
certain fees simple granted to the Ccci-

(COUNCIL.] Poison Lease.


